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“Jehovah — Nissi,  The  Lord  My  Banner” 

Exodus  17.15. 

(Tune,  Webb). 

Inscribed  to  the  beloved  Gettysburg  Church  upon  its  One 
Hundred  and  Seventy-fifth  Anniversary. 

BY  JULIA  H.  JOHNSTON. 

Peoria,  Illinois. 

Sung  Wednesday  Evening  April  14 


Lift  up  the  ensign  glorious 
That  bears  the  conquering  Name, 
And  count  the  years  victorious 
With  jubilant  acclaim. 

Turn  back  the  lustrous  pages 
Where  sacred  records  shine. 

And  m^rk,  through  all  the  ages, 
The  trace  of  Love  divine. 


The  Lord  my  banner.  Sing  it — 
Our  fathers  did,  of  old. 

Sweet  bells  of  memory,  ring  it 
In  gratitude  untold. 

These  very  walls, once  smitten 
With  sound  of  clashing  arms, 
With  Peace  are  over-written, 
And  hushed  are  war’s  alarms. 


Beneath  His  Banner  marching, 

A  vanished  host  appears 
From  yonder  skies  o’er-arching, 
Their  song  this  people  hears. 

At  this,  the  earthly  portal, 

With  hearts  in  tune  we  stand, 
While  there,  the  throngs  immortal 
Took  from  the  Morning-land, 


And  one,  beloved,  is  wearing 
The  martyr’s  death- won  crown, 
While  multi  udes  are  sharing 
The  fruits  of  lives  laid  down, 

O  Love,  thy  banner  o’er  us 

Safe  Home  at  last  shall  bring, 
Let  all  the  way  before  us 
With  allelulias  ring. 


History  of  the  Church 

By  Rev.  Franklin  Ellsworth  Taylor 


True  to  their  custom,  here  as  else¬ 
where,  the  early  Scotch  and  Scotch 
Irish  pioneers  established  a  church 
soon  after  their  rude  homes  were 
reared.  This  district  “Over  the 
River”  had  only  been  purchased 
from  the  Indians  by  Penn  in  1736. 
In  1739  a  temporary  line  between 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  was 
run.  Settlers  had  not  been  officially 
encouraged  in  this  locality  before 
that  time,  “but  were  permitted  as  a 
means  of  protecting  the  settlement 
east  of  the  river,  and  of  creating  a 
barrier  against  the  supposed  en¬ 
croachments  of  the  proprietary  of 
Maryland  and  his  Agents.”  “A  few 
Scattered  colonies”  in  this  region  ex¬ 
presses  the  condition  at  that  time. 
Settlers  began  to  arrive  rapidly  in 
I739_I740>  some  having  regular  war¬ 
rants  from  Penn,  others  licenses  and 
some  perhaps  with  neither. 

Marsh  Creek  was  an  established 
name,  and  “The  Marsh  Creek  Set¬ 
tlement”  was  known  by  the  Proprie¬ 
tors — in  1741  when  a  survey  of  a 
proprietary  one-tenth  was  ordered. 
James  Logan  in  a  letter  to  the  Pro¬ 
prietaries — written  in  1741,  says  the 
“Manor  of  Mask  is  pretty  full  of.... 
Irish.”  “The  people  crowded  in  so 
thick  to  settle  and  knowing  that  ye 
former  settlers  had  no  better  right 
than  themselves  and  that  they  were 
equally  trespassers,  encroached  upon 
ye  first  settlers,  settled  down  where 
they  pleased  every  man  according  to 
his  fancy.”  A  list  of  twenty-nine 
names  of  those  who  obstructed  the 
survey  of  the  Manor  is  preserved  in 
the  archives  at  Philadelphia.  The 
last  named,  Thos.  Hooswick,  we  are 
told,  “took  ye  compass  from  ye  Sur¬ 
veyor  General.” 

From  these  references  we  see  that 
the  Marsh  Creek  settlement  embrac¬ 
ed  a  considerable  colony  in  1740. 
The  exact  date  of  the  founding  of 
the  Marsh  Creek  Church  is  not  de¬ 


termined.  That  it  existed  in  1740  is 
shown  by  the  following  references 
taken  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Pres¬ 
bytery.  of  Donegal  which  then  had 
authority  over  this  district.  We  are 
then  told  that  Rev.  Mr.  Caven  of 
the  Falling  Springs  Church  was  ap¬ 
pointed  “to  supply  Great  Conowago 
and  Marsh  Creek”  on  the  1st  Sab¬ 
bath  of  July,  1740.  The  congregation 
apparently  met  in  homes  convenient 
to  the  different  quarters  of  the  set¬ 
tlement.  On  the  second  Tuesdaj^  of 
May,  1742,  Samuel  Thompson,  Wil¬ 
liam  Hoe,  William  Kain  and  I3enja- 
min  Chambers,  a  committee  appoint¬ 
ed  to  choose  a  location  for  a  build¬ 
ing,  met  at  the  widow  Jackson’s. 
They  reported  at  next  meeting  of 
Presbytery  that  “the  congregation 
agreed  that  there  shall  be  two  meet¬ 
ing  houses,  and  the  people  of  Marsh 
Creek  are  agreed  that  theirs  shall 
be  at  a  certain  spring  near  Robert 
McPherson’s.”  Here  a  small,  plain, 
log  building  was  erected  in  1747. 
in  the  plot  now  known  as  Black’s 
graveyard.  The  congregation  seem 
to  have  laid  claim  to  a  tract  of  one 
hundred  acres  for  the  church.  War¬ 
rant  for  this  land  was  taken  out  in 
1765,  by  David  McConaughy,  Hance 
Hamilton,  Robert  McPherson,  Sam¬ 
uel  Edie,  John  Buchanan,  in  trust  for 
the  Presbyterian  Congregation,  in 
Cumberland  township.  This  was 
situated  within  the  tract  which  be¬ 
came  the  Manor  of  Mask  after  the 
survey  by  the  Proprietaries  in  1 766. 

Rev.  Joseph  Tate  seems  to  have 
preached  here  for  some  time  accept¬ 
ably.  He  was  extended  a  call  by  the 
Marsh  Creek  and  Great  Conowago 
Churches  in  April  1748,  but  because 
his  orthodoxy  had  been  called  in 
question  by  neighboring  ministers, 
thought  best  to  seek  a  charge  else¬ 
where. 

Rev.  Robert  McMordie  is  the  first 
pastor  of  the  church  of  whom  we 
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have  definite  record.  His  pastorate 
began  in  1753,  and  continued  until 
April  1761.  He  died  in  May,  1796  and 
his  body  lies  in  Black’s  graveyard. 

From  1761  to  1770,  the  pulpit  was 
supplied  by  appointment  of  Presby¬ 
tery.  Rev.  Joseph  Rhea  was  called 
in  1770  and  accepted — but  in  a  few 
months  changed  his  mind  and  was 
permitted  to  accept  the  pastorate  of 
the  church  at  Piney  Creek. 

Rev.  John  Black,  elected  pastor  in 
1775,  continued  in  the  office  from  his 
installation,  August  15th,  1775,  to 

April  10th,  1794.  During  this  pastor¬ 
ate  the  old  building  proved  inade¬ 
quate.  A  stone  church  was  construct¬ 
ed  a  little  to  the  north  of  it.  This 
was  a  building  sixty-seven  feet  1 
inch  long  and  forty-eight  feet  and 
one  inch  wide.  It  was  long  in  build¬ 
ing — requiring  the  circulation  ot 
many  subscription  lists,  and  appeals 
for  help  were  made  to  all  the  neigh¬ 
boring  Presbyterian  congregations. 

The  new  building  was  first  used  in 
1780.  Dr.  Demarest  gives  us  a  de¬ 
scription  of  it  as  completed.  “There 
were  four  entrances,  one  at  each 
gable  and  two  on  the  sides.  The  pul¬ 
pit  which  was  against  the  north  wall, 
was  high,  way  to  the  ceiling,  with 
a  sounding  board  outspread  above  it 
like  an  umbrella.  The  pews  were 
long  and  narrow,  with  straight  backs 
and  unpainted.  Those  to  the  right 
and  left  of  the  pulpit  were  square, 
with  seats  on  three  sides.  They  were 
floored,  and  there  was  a  platform  in 
front  of  the  pulpit,  but  the  aisles 
were  not  even  paved  just  outside  the 
pew  doors  was  the  brown  trampled 
earth.  The  building  had  no  chimney 
and  was  never  heated;  and  in  ex¬ 
treme  winter  weather  the  congrega¬ 
tion  assembled  in  the  “study  house,” 
as  they  called  it — the  old  edifice 
which  had  been  left  standing,  and 
was  now  used  by  the  minister  dur¬ 
ing  the  intermission  between  morn¬ 
ing  and  afternoon  services.” 

Upper  Marsh  Creek’s  first  enter¬ 
tainment  of  the  Presbytery  of  Done¬ 
gal  of  which  we  have  record — was  in 
their  new  stone  church  in  1781.  It 
was  at  this  meeting  a  prominent 
young  lady  whose  tongue  had  sadly 
offended,  was  called  before  the  pul¬ 
pit  and  in  the  presence  of  the  con¬ 
gregation  was  solemnly  admonished 


by  the  moderator  for  some  things 
she  had  said  about  another  young 
lady  in  the  church — which  Presby¬ 
tery  in  its  disfavor  had  pronounced 
as  “shameful.” 

During  Mr.  Black’s  ministry  this 
congregation  was  incorporated.  The 
act  was  passed  at  Philadelphia,  Sep¬ 
tember  13th,  1789,  giving  the  organi¬ 
zation  the  title  “The  Upper  Presby^r 
terian  Church  of  Marsh  Creek.”  Mrl 
Black’s  salary  was  one  hundred] 
pounds  per  year  and  was  paid  ini 
wheat,  corn,  rye,  hay,  silver,  copper, 
State  money,  Congress  money, 
Marjdand  money,  and  Common¬ 
wealth  money.  The  liquor  habit  was 
very  prevalent  then — even  among 
church  members.  Mr.  Black  was  one 
of  the  earliest  in  that  period  to 
teach  his  people  temperance,  and 
lost  his  place  for  his  pains. 

From  1794-1800  the  congregation 
was  without  a  pastor.  Articles  of 
union  with  Great  Conowago  were 
drawn  up  in  1798,  and  continued  in 
effect  until  1850. 

Rev.  David  McConaughy,  D.D., 
was  installed  as  pastor  over  the 
Church  on  October  8th,  1800  and 
ministered  to  this  and  the  Great 
Conowago  Church  thirty-two  years 
During  his  pastorate  we  are  told 
“The  number  of  persons  in  attend¬ 
ance  on  his  preaching  constantly  in¬ 
creased.  The  moral  and  spiritual  con¬ 
dition  of  this  whole  congregation 
owes,  by  the  grace  of  God,  very 
much  to  his  ministry.”  The  re¬ 
cords  show  that  at  a  Sacrament  of 
the  Lord’s  Supper  administered  by 
Dr.  McConaughy  in  1809,  sixty-eight 
persons  communicated. 

On  April  6th,  1813,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  decided  to  sell  their  house  of 
worship — and  remove  to  Gettysburg. 
A  few  families  withdrew  and  united 
with  Lower  Marsh  Creek — because 
of  this  move.  We  find  the  Upper 
Congregation  worshipping  in  Gettys¬ 
burg  in  June,  1813,  in  the  Associate 
Reformed  Church.  The  following 
April  the  Court  House  was  procur¬ 
ed  and  services  were  held  there 
regularly  until  August,  1816.  Eigh¬ 
teen  months  passed  after  abandon¬ 
ment  of  the  old  site  before  a  lot  was 
purchased.  The  old  stone  edifice  was 
torn  down  and  most  of  the  stone 
was  used  in  putting  a  wall  around 
the  cemetery. 
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The  first  building  in  town  erected 
in  1816  stood  about  where  the  ice 
plant  is  located,  on  what  is  now 
known  as  N.  Washington  street.  The 
transfer  of  the  congregation  to 
town,  their  establishment  here,  and 
possibly  some  other  causes,  involved 
them  in  an  indebtedness,  which  be¬ 
came  a  serious  burden.  Dr.  McCon- 
aughy  was  “requested  to  visit  some 
of  our  commercial  cities”  to  secure 
help.  The  sale  of  the  glebe  also  fur¬ 
nished  some  help. 

During  Dr.  McConaughy’s  pastor¬ 
ate — in  1803 — an  English  school  of 
considerable  importance  was  estab¬ 
lished  and  presided  over  by  a  Pres¬ 
byterian,  Robert  Horner. 

About  the  year  1830  the  building 
beside  the  jail  on  East  High  street 
was  erected  by  popular  contribution 
on  a  lot  of  ground  given  for  school 
purposes  by  two  members  of  this 
Church.  The  following  is  a  copy  of 
the  article  of  gift : 

“We,  the  subscribers,  do  hereby 
agree  to  make  a  deed  for  a  part  of 
a  lot  of  ground  on  the  west  side  of 
the  jail  fronting  on  High  street, 
thirty  feet  in  front  and  fifty  feet 
back  reserving  the  right  of  five  feet 
for  an  alley  next  the  jail  to  be  open¬ 
ed  when  demanded  for  the  use  of 
the  Famael  and  Sabath  Shool.” 

C.  Leckey  Mary  Lecka. 

Here  the  Gettysburg  Female 
Academy  came  into  being  and  was 
conducted  by  a  succession  of  teach¬ 
ers  who  were  members  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  After  the  passing 
of  the  Academy  a  private  school  has 
been  held  chiefly  by  Presbyterians 
up  to  the  present  year. 

This  very  successful  pastorate 
closed  in  March,  1832,  when  Dr.  Mc- 
Conaughy  became  President  of 
Washington  College,  which  office  he 
filled  with  great  acceptance  and  suc¬ 
cess  until  1849.  His  death  occurred 
in  1852. 

Rev.  James  C.  Watson,  D.D.,  as¬ 
sumed  charge  of  this  church  prac¬ 
tically  without  break  after  the  de¬ 
parture  of  Dr.  McConaughy.  His 
was  a  pastorate  of  marked  efficiency 
and  it  continued  until  the  fall  of 
1849.  He  began  the  keeping  of  Ses¬ 
sional  Records.  In  1833  Messrs. 
Wm.  McClean,  Mr.  McCurdy,  John  F. 
Macfarland  and  Mr.  Dickson  were 


added  to  the  session  consisting  at 
the  time  of  Elders  Walter  Smith  and 
David  Edie. 

In  1840  Nathaniel  Randolf  and 
Amos  McGinley  and  in  1844  Moses 
McClean,  George  Arnold  and  James 
Majors  were  made  Elders.  Under 
Dr.  Watson  our  Sunday  School  was 
organized.  This  was  the  third  Sun¬ 
day  School  in  town.  Its  first  session 
was  held  on  the  afternoon  of  De¬ 
cember  14th,  1834. 

The  Church  building,  though  only 
twenty  years  old,  was  found  to  be 
unsafe,  and  on  December  27th,  1836, 
the  congregation  decided  to  remove 
it  as  soon  as  possible.  At  the  same 
time  they  decided  that  “the  location 
was  inconvenient  and  undesirable 
and  another  should  be  chosen.”  Sub¬ 
scriptions  for  such  a  forward  move¬ 
ment  amounting  to  Fifteen  Hund- 
dred  Twenty-nine  Dollars  were  made 
at  once. 

From  March  1837  until  sometime 
in  1842  the  congregation  again  en¬ 
joyed  the  hospitality  of  the  Associ¬ 
ate  Reformed  Church — located 
where  the  United  Brethren  Church 
now  stands.  In  December  1841  a  lot 
was  purchased  on  High  and  South 
Baltimore  streets.  The  congregation 
appointed  a  building  committee  con¬ 
sisting  of  Dr.  Watson,  J.  M.  Steven¬ 
son,  J.  M.  McFarland,  John  Houck, 
Wm.  McCurdy,  Moses  McClean, 
Joseph  Bayly  and  David  McCreary. 
This  building  in  which  we  are  gath¬ 
ered  was  erected  in  1842,  and  the 
pews  and  everything  of  value  in  the 
west  side  structure  were  utilized  in 
this  building. 

I  am  indebted  to  R.  B.  Watson, 
M.D.,  of  Lock  Haven,  Pa.,  for  the 
following  sketch  of  his  father’s  life  : 

“Rev.  James  C.  Watson,  D.D.,  was 
born  at  Donegal,  Lancaster  count}7, 
Pa.,  January  25th,  1805.  He  prepared 
for  college  with  Rev.  Alexander 
Boyd  at  his  school  at  Newtown, 
Bucks  county,  Pa.,  entered  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  New  Jersey  in  1824  and 
graduated  in  1827,  and  then  entered 
the  Theological  Seminary  the  same 
year  at  Princeton.  He  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from 
Jefferson  College.  Mr.  Watson  was 
stated  supply  of  a  church  in  New 
Jersey  near  Easton.  Pa.,  for  some 
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months.  He  went  to  Gettysburg, 
Pa.,  in  1832,  where  he  remained  until 
1849.  His  next  charge  was  at  Clin¬ 
ton,  New  Jersey,  where  he  remained 
a  little  over  a  year,  removing  thence 
to  Kingston,  N.  J.,  of  which  church 
he  was  pastor  until  1854.  His  last 
pastorate  was  over  the  Presbyterian 
congregation  at  Milton,  Pa.,  of 
which  church  he  was  pastor  until 
his  death  which  occurred  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  in  1880,  where  he  had  gone 
to  attend  and  conduct  the  funeral  of 
one  of  his  parishioners. 

After  but  a  brief  interval  Dr.  Wat¬ 
son  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  William 
Johnston,  who  assumed  the  duties  of 
the  pastorate  of  this  Church  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  1850.  The  union  with  Great 
Conowago  Church  ceased  at  that 
time. 

Mr.  Johnston  was  a  clear  thinker, 
concise  in  his  language  and  forceful 
in  his  delivery  of  the  gospel  mes¬ 
sage.  He  was  very  strict  in  his  views 
and  held  before  his  people,  high 
standards.  He  was  especially  belov¬ 
ed  as  a  faithful,  kind  and  sympa¬ 
thetic  pastor. 

“The  Rev.  Robert  Johnston  was 
born  upon  a  farm  in  Beaver  county, 
Pa.,  August  2,  1813,  a  child  of  the 
covenant,  and  was  named  for  his 
uncle,  a  minister  of  note  in  those 
days,  and  of  great  power,  The  deci¬ 
sion  for  Christ  was  reached  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  after  a  season  of  in¬ 
tense  conviction  and  severe  struggle. 
The  surrender  was  absolute.  When 
the  question  of  entering  the  minis¬ 
try  arose,  he  could  decide  but  in  one 
way,  for  “Woe  is  me  if  I  preach  not 
the  Gospel”  was  the  utterance  of 
his  soul. 

“Before  he  could  enter  college  he 
must  provide  for  the  maintenance  of 
his  parents  ,as  well  as  for  his  own. 
He  was  twenty-one  before  he  could 
well  begin  the  study  of  Latin. 

“The  preparatory  course  was  taken 
under  Rev.  William  T.  Adams,  of 
Steubenville,  Ohio,  who  had,  at  the 
time,  a  number  of  students  studying 
under  him.  Mr.  Johnston  entered 
Washington  College  and  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  the  class  of  1844,  entering 
the  Western  Theological  Seminary 
in  Allegheny,  soon  after.  At  the 
close  of  his  course  he  was  licensed 
by  the  Presbytery  of  Steubenville, 


Ohio.  His  first  charge  was  within 
its  limits,  near  the  town  of  Saline- 
ville,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  over 
a  year. 

“He  was  then  called  to  the  church 
in  Gettysburg,  where  his  pastorate 
covered  the  space  of  almost  six 
years.  His  younger  brother,  Rev. 
Mervin  E.  Johnston,  became  pastor 
of  the  church  in  Carlisle  about  the 
same  time.  The  two  brothers,  in 
their  intimacy,  frequently  exchanged 
pulpits  ,and,  especially  at  communion 
seasons,  ministered  together,  until 
the  younger  was  called  Home,  after 
brief  years  of  service. 

“The  pastorate  of  Rev.  Robert 
Johnston  in  Gettysburg  was  mark¬ 
ed  by  continuous  and  growing  in¬ 
terest,  and  there  was  never  a  com¬ 
munion  occasion  without  accessions, 
particularly  upon  Confession  of 
Faith. 

“The  tie  between  pastor  and  people 
was  so  strong,  that  it  was  never  ac¬ 
tually  broken,  although,  in  Novem¬ 
ber,  1855,  the  call  to  the  First  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  of  Peoria,  Ill.,  made 
separation  in  the  flesh  a  duty  that 
could  not  be  declined. 

“The  Gettysburg  ministry  was  of 
such  an  intimate  nature,  that  the  in¬ 
terests  in  detail,  of  every  man,, 
woman,  youth  and  child  became 
those  of  the  pastor,  and  especially  in 
sorrow,  was  he  a  comforter  indeed — 
noticeably  so.  after  the  heart-break¬ 
ing  parting  from  his  brother  in  the 
flesh  and  in  the  ministry.  Very 
pleasant  also  were  the  fraternal  re¬ 
lations  with  other  churches  and  with 
the  professors  in  the  Theological 
Seminary  of  another  form  of  faith. 

“The  Peoria  pastorate,  in  its  fruit¬ 
fulness,  continued  for  nine  years 
lacking  three  months.  It  was  char¬ 
acterized  by  the  same  devotion,  in 
this  wide,  and  enlarging  field,  which 
made  the  man  the  minister  that  he 
was,  in  the  pulpit,  and  in  the  home, 
in  the  city  and  neighborhood,  as  well 
as  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Councils  of 
the  Church.  He  was  long  the  clerk 
of  the  Presbytery  and  Synod,  where 
his  gifts  as  a  Presbyter  were  recog¬ 
nized. 

“The  General  Assembly  met  in 
Peoria^irst  Church  in  1863,  with  Mr. 
Johnston  as  host,  and  was  a  nota¬ 
ble  occasion.  During  the  War.  this 
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ardent  and  fearless  patriot  was  much 
in  demand  where  soldiers  were  to  be 
recruited,  or  meetings  in  camp  to  be 
held.  His  last  Gettysburg  visit  was 
just  after  the  battle. 

“The  Peoria  pastorate  showed 
many  seasons  of  reviving,  and  con¬ 
tinuous  interest  and  growth.  He 
was  wont  to  go  upstairs  to  his  study 
singing  to  his  favorite  tune  “Webb” 
the  familiar  words,  “I  lay  my  sins  on 
Jesus  the  spotless  Lamb  of  God.” 
With  confidence  in  this  Savior,  he 
heard  the  call  up  higher,  August  19, 
1864,  but  here  he  yet  speaketh.” 


charge”  in  1861.  Air.  Finney  was 
born  near  Alilton,  Pa.,  September 
10th,  1830.  He  attended  Lafayette 
College,  graduating  from  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  New  York  in  1859. 

During  this  pastorate  the  battle 
was  fought  and  the  church  building 
was  used  as  a  Cavalry  Hospital.  The 
spiritual  work  of  the  Church  and  of 
practically  all  its  organizations  was 
seriously  interrupted  for  some 
months,  but  here  and  in  all  the  pub¬ 
lic  buildings  and  many  of  the  homes 
of  the  town  the  Christian  spirit  man¬ 
ifested  itself  in  a  practical  religion 


Presbyterian 

Air.  Johnston’s  pastorate  here  was 
one  of  great  spiritual  prosperity.  It 
closed  at  the  end  of  five  years  and 
he  was  followed  by  Rev.  G.  P.  Van 
Wyck,  who  was  installed  in  1856. 

This  pastorate  terminated  in  1859, 
due  to  some  disturbance  which  also 
dissolved  the  Church  as  an  organi¬ 
zation — for  with  the  resignation  of 
the  pastor,  all  the  elders  resigned. 

Presbytery  met  in  Gettysburg  Oc¬ 
tober  23rd,  1859,  and  re-organized 
the  Church  under  the  name  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Gettj^sburg. 

Rev.  Henrj>-  Graham  Finney,  a 
graduate  of  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary  in  the  class  of  1859,  came 
to  Gettysburg  as  his  “first  settled 


Church  1863. 

which  commended  the  gospel  to  the 
world  in  unmistakable  terms. 

The  conditions  existing  here  for 
some  months  after  the  battle  did  not 
favor  extension  in  church  work. 
These  w ords  from  a  letter  by  the 
Hon.  Wm.  Grier,  an  elder  in  the 
Church  of  New  Bloomfield,  describ¬ 
ing  a  visit  to  Gettysburg  in  July, 
1863,  suggest  the  situation:  “We 
stopoed  with  a  cousin  of  mine,  Sam¬ 
uel  K.  Foulk.  We  had  bread  and 
molasses  for  breakfast.” 

Rev.  Finney  resigned  in  1864.  He 
labored  successively  in  the  Newberry 
Church,  Williamsport,  Pa.,  the  Ly¬ 
coming  Center  Church,  the  Church 
at  Chillisquaque,  near  Alilton,  the 
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Rocky  Spring  and  St.  Thomas 
Churches  near  Chambersburg,  and 
his  last  field  of  labor,  Petersburg, 
Pa.  Retiring  from  active  work  he 
spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  in 
Williamsport  where  he  died  May  27, 
1910. 

A  succession  of  short  terms  of  ser¬ 
vice  follows.  Dr.  David  F.  Carnahan 
was  pastor  nearly  two  years,  from 
1865  to  1867.  He  was  installed  June 
13th.  In  his  brief  pastorate  there 
were  thirty  accessions  by  confession 
of  faith,  and  four  by  certificate  from 
other  churches.  Samuel  Griffin  Mc- 
Conaughy  was  one  of  the  children 
consecrated  by  him  in  baptism.  Mr. 
Carnahan  won  the  high  regard  of 
the  people. 

Rev.  Edsall  Ferrier  of  the  chair  of 
English,  Pennsylvania  College,  sup¬ 
plied  the  pulpit,  with  great  accept¬ 
ance,  all  told  over  two  years.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  time  the  manse,  on  Balti¬ 
more  street  was  secured. 

Rev.  Edsall  Ferrier,  A.B.,  A.M., 
D.D.,  (Lafayette  College  ’81) ;  LL.D., 
(Pa.  College  ’01)  was  born  at  War¬ 
wick,  N.  Y.,  October  30th,  1831.  He 
graduated  from  Lafayette  College, 
Easton,  Pa.,  ’54;  Latin  Salutatorian, 
a  member  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Socie¬ 
ty  student  of  Princeton  Theologi¬ 
cal  Seminary  ’54-’55,  ’56-’s8 ;  tutor 

Lafayette  College  ’57-’68.  He  was 
ordained  as  a  Presbyterian  minister 
by  the  Presbytery  of  Hudson,  N.  Y., 
May  10th,  ’58;  pastor  of  Amity,  N. 
Y.,  ’58-’6o:  pastor  of  the  Second 

Presbyterian  Church,  Florida,  N.  Y.. 
’6o-’65 ;  professor  of  English  Lan¬ 
guage  and  Literature  Washington 
and  Jefferson  College,  Washington, 
Pa.,  ’65-’66;  professor  of  English 
Language,  and  Vice  President  Penn¬ 
sylvania  ,  College,  Gettysburg,  Pa.. 
’66-’73;  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.,  ’73-’ 84; 
resident  of  Easton,  Pa.,  ’83-’o3 ;  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Hebrew,  Lafayette  College 
’93 -’03 ;  honorary  member  of  Delta 
Upsilon  Fraternity.  Died  at  Easton, 
Pa.,  Jan.  31st,  1903.  Dr.  Ferrier  “was 
a  man  of  fine  ability  and  lovely 
spirit,  and  very  highly  esteemed  by 
those  who  were  fortunate  enough  to 
know  him.” 

Rev.  W.  H.  Hillis  became  pastor 
in  May,  1869.  Mr.  Hillis  finished  his 
collegiate  training  in  1865  and  gradu¬ 


ated  from  Western  Theological  Semi 
nary  at  Allegheny  City  in  1868.  He 
was  ordained  in  Pittsburgh  and 
brought  his  young  wife  into  this  his 
first  charge  in  1869.  Upon  his  resig¬ 
nation  in  January,  1872,  Mr.  Hillis 
took  up  work  in  the  West  where  he 
proved  himself  “a  faithful  worker  in 
the  Master’s  vineyard,  leading  many 
into  the  service  of  Christ.”  His  first 
charge  at  Gettysburg  was  a  pleasant 
memory  to  both  Mr.  Hillis  and  his 
wife  who  is  living  in  Kansas.  Mr. 
Hillis  died  at  Yates  Center,  Kansas, 
in  1907. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Campbell  was  induct¬ 
ed  into  the  office  of  pastor  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1872,  and  served  this  Church  un¬ 
til  June,  1875.  During  his  pastorate 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Wills  and  David 
and  James  McConaughy  united  with 
the  Church.  Mr.  Wills  and  Robert 
McCurdy  were,  made  elders.  Rev. 
Campbell  is  living  in  Wilmington, 
Delaware. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two  mem¬ 
bers  constituted  this  Church  when 
Mr.  J.  K.  Demarest  became  pastor 
in  January,  1876.  He  had  been  call¬ 
ed  by  a  congregational  meeting 
moderated  by  Rev.  W.  S.  VanCleve, 
held  November  3rd,  1875.  The  elec¬ 
tion  was  unanimous.  Thus  auspici¬ 
ously  began  after  a  succession  of 
short  terms,  a  long  pastorate,  for 
Mr.  Demarest  served  this  Church  un¬ 
til  his  death,  May  1st,  1892. 

Here  was  a  rare  character,  a 
strong  personality,  and  one — despite 
physical  limitations,  who  was  to 
take  a  deep  hold  upon  the  hearts  of 
his  people,  and  to  exercise  a  strong 
influence  over  this  entire  commun¬ 
ity-  .  . 

During  his  first  year  in  Gettysburg 
Mr.  Demarest  prepared  a  history  of 
the  Church,  whose  accuracy,  style 
and  completeness  declare  him  to 
have  been  painstaking  and  scholarly 
in  research  and  a  trustworthy  his¬ 
torian.  We  have  drawn  largely 
from  that  sketch  in  the  preceding 
pages  of  this  paper. 

The  Sunday  School  addition  to  the 
church  building  was  proposed  in  that 
first  year  and  was  ready  for  occu¬ 
pancy  in  1878. 

The  condition  of  his  health  com¬ 
pelled  the  pastor  to  take  a  vacation 
of  several  months  in  1878.  During 
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this  time  Rev.  Alexander  Thompson, 
a  member  of  Philadelphia  Presby¬ 
tery  supplied  the  pulpit. 

Again  June  4th,  1883,  failing  health 
constrained  Mr.  Demarest  to  request 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
meet  Presbytery  asking  it  to  dissolve 
the  pastoral  relations  to  take  effect 
in  September.  To  this  request  the 
congregation  replied  in  these  reso¬ 
lutions,  offered  by  Hon.  Edward  Mc¬ 
Pherson,  on  June  9th. 

“Resolved,  That  this  congregation 
has  no  desire  to  see  the  pastoral  re¬ 
lation  now  existing  between  it  and 
Rev.  J.  K.  Demarest  dissolved,  and 
will  be  gratified  if  he  can  see  his 
way  clear  to  recall  his  request  for 
such  dissolution. 

Resolved,  That  in  high  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  superior  personal  and 
pastoral  qualities  of  Rev.  J.  K.  Dem¬ 
arest,  this  bears  testimony  to  the 
zeal,  intelligence  and  fidelity  with 
w'hich  during  a  period  of  eight  years 
he  has  ministered  to  the  spiritual 
wants  of  this  people;  that  he  has 
the  good  will,  the  respect,  and  the 
affection  of  those  whom  he  has 
faithfully  served;  and  that  the  con¬ 
gregation  be  instructed  to  represent 
these  facts  to  the  Presbytery  in  op¬ 
position  to  such  dissolution.” 

Evidently  the  pastor  yielded  to  the 
wishes  of  his  people.  We  have  no 
record  of  any  action  which  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  took  on  this  resignation. 

Mr.  Demarest  began  a  work  for 
the  young  people  in  1879  which 
while  it  differed  in  plan,  was  a  fore¬ 
runner  and  preparation  for  the 
Christian  Endeavor  Society  into 
which  it  merged  under  the  pastorate 
of  his  successor,  Rev.  Mr.  Gilchrist. 

In  1883  the  exchange  of  the  Balti¬ 
more  street  manse  for  another  prop¬ 
erty  began  to  be  discussed.  Water 
was  put  in  the  manse  in  ’84.  In  May 
’84,  the  congregation  decided  to  ren¬ 
ovate  the  interior  of  the  Church. 
This  improvement  cost  $2864.06  and 
was  completed  about  December  1st, 
1884. 

The  terraces  and  other  improve¬ 
ments  were  put  in  front  of  the 
church  in  the  summer  of  1885.  At 
that  time  a  stone  retaining  wall  a 
couple  of  feet  high,  surrounded  the 
front  lawn,  and  one  or  more  trees 


stood  between  the  sidewalk  and  the 
entrance  to  the  building. 

The  ground  on  which  the  present 
manse  stands  was  given  to  the  con¬ 
gregation  in  1887  by  Mr.  David  E. 
Houck.  This  generous  offer  was  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  Church  in  this  resolu¬ 
tion  offered  by  Mr.  Edward  McPher¬ 
son  : 

“Resolved,  That  the  Presbyterian 
Congregation  of  Gettysburg,  highly 
appreciating  the  sentiment  of  love 
for  the  Church  ,and  the  desire  to  as¬ 
sist  in  the  erection  of  a  new  parson¬ 
age  for  its  use,  expressed  by  Mr. 
David  E.  Houck  in  a  deed  tendering 
to  us  a  lot  of  ground  on  High  street 
for  parsonage  purposes,  forty-one 
feet  front  by  ninety  feet  in  depth, 
accept  the  same  with  thanks  for  the 
generosity  of  the  giver;  and  in  fur¬ 
ther  token  of  our  regard  for  himself 
and  for  the  family  of  which  he  is 
now  the  last  living  representative  in 
this  community,  will  enter  on  our 
records  that  the  new  parsonage, 
when  built,  shall  be  known  as  the 
“Houck  Memorial.” 

At  the  same  time  the  people  de¬ 
cided  to  sell  the  Baltimore  street 
building,  and  the  trustees  were  au¬ 
thorized  to  prepare  plans  and  speci¬ 
fications  and  receive  bids  “for  the 
construction  of  a  new  manse.” 

The  parsonage  was  sold  for  $2150 
and  a  contract  for  the  building  of 
the  new  manse  at  the  same  price 
was  made  with  Joseph  J.  Smith.  The 
new  building  cost  ,  when  finished, 
about  $2600. 

A  pipe  organ  was  purchased  in 
1889.  In  1890  Hon.  Samuel  R.  Rus¬ 
sel  presented  the  Church  with  “a 
handsome  communion  service,  con¬ 
sisting  of  a  tankard,  two  plates,  two 
cups  and  a  baptismal  bowl.” 

The  body  of  trustees  twenty-five 
years  ago  comprised  Dr.  J.  C.  Felty, 
Edward  McPherson,  Chas.  McCurdy, 
Sec.,  S.  A.  Cobean,  J.  C.  Neely, 
chairman,  S.  McC.  Swope,  H.  W. 
Scott,  J.  S.  Hill,  Jr.,  and  H.  S.  Ben¬ 
ner. 

Replying  by  authorization  of  the 
congregation  to  some  unfortunate 
unbased  strictures  on  the  habits  and 
character  of  this  congregation,  made 
in  the  Centennial  Memorial  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Carlisle,  published  in 
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1889,  Senator  McPherson,  represent¬ 
ed  the  cause  of  this  Church  and  en¬ 
tire  community,  before  Presbytery 
in  April  1891 — in  a  logical  presenta¬ 
tion  of  historical  facts — which  state 
an  early  and  rapid  growth  of  tem¬ 
perance  sentiment  in  this  county 
which  in  comparison  with  conditions 
in  the  country  generally  is  greatly 
to  the  credit  of  the  people  of  Adams 
county. 

Nine  fruitful  years  have  passed 
since  Dr.  Demarest  first  offered  his 
resignation  as  pastor,  a  proposition 
which  the  congregation  was  unwil¬ 
ling  to  accept.  During  those  nine 
3^ears  the  interior  of  the  church  was 
remodeled  and  improved.  The  ap¬ 
proach  to  the  building  was  beautifi¬ 
ed;  Houck  Memorial  was  construct¬ 
ed,  a  pipe  organ  was  installed;  a 
large  amount  of  historical  research 
was  done  and  recorded,  which  is  of 
inestimable  value  to  the  county. 
Many  members  were  added  and  the 
organization  was  established  on  a 
solid  foundation.  The  discouraged 
were  cheered,  the  sorrowing  com¬ 
forted,  sinners  won  and  the  church 
members  were  built  up  in  their 
higher  life.  The  results  of  those 
nine  years,  as  of  all  Dr.  Demarest’s 
ministry,  will  be  felt  in  this  Church 
yet  many  years  and  be  treasured  as 
a  precious  heritage.  We  to-day  have 
reason  to  be  thankful  that  the  con¬ 
gregation  did  not  accept  when  Dr. 
Demarest  first  offered  his  resigna¬ 
tion. 

On  March  29th,  1892,  the  pastor  of¬ 
fered  his  resignation  a  second  time, 
in  a  letter  still  tenderly  referred  to 
by  the  older  members  of  the  Church. 

Here  was  a  pastorate  sadly  handi¬ 
capped  by  weakness  and  disease. 
Twice  the  pastor  had  been  granted 
extended  vacations  on  full  salary,  to 
recuperate;  for  a  year  he  had  been 
excused  from  evening  services ;  he 
himself  says,  “besides  preaching  for 
you  but  once  on  the  Sabbath  I  have 
seldom  looked  in  upon  the  Sabbath 
School;  I  have  not  visited  you  in 
your  homes,  scarcely  have  I  visited 
the  sick  and  I  have  sometimes  pass¬ 
ed  3^ou  rudely,  though  I  did  not  in¬ 
tend  it  should  be  rudely,  on  the 
streets.” 

After  referring  to  the  many  kindly 
and  pleasant  features  in  this  pas¬ 


torate  he  concludes :  “Under  such 
circumstances  it  is  impossible  a  min¬ 
ister  should  resign  his  charge  with¬ 
out  deep  sorrow.  As  regards  myself 
just  approaching  that  decade  of  life 
which  I  had  hoped  would  be  my 
best  in  the  Church,  I  should  have 
completed  mere  preparations  for 
work  and  would  have  my  developed 
and  matured  resources  about  me, 
and  feel  ,  as  I  do,  more  eager 
at  heart  for  the  service  of  the 
Master  than  ever  before,  since 
the  beginning  of  my  ministry. 
I  know  I  will  have  your  sym¬ 
pathy.  To  me  this  is  a  dark  time, 
all  dark.  Pray  for  me  that  I  may 
have  patience  and  submission  of 
will.  For  you  I  shall  pray  that  this 
mysterious  providence  may  result  in 
a  more  efficient  ministerial  service 
than  in  the  past  though  it  be  from 
other  lips  than  mine,  and  that  you 
may  be  blessed  through  all  future 
years,  with  increased  spiritual  and 
temporal  prosperity.” 

There  must  have  been  rare  charm 
and  power  in  a  man  who  in  these 
circumstances  drew  forth  by  resign¬ 
ing,  these  resolutions: 

“Resolved.  That  the  congregation 
decline  to  unite  with  the  pastor,  Dr. 
Demarest,  in  his  request  that  the 
pastoral  relation  be  dissolved  with 
a  purpose  to  take  such  other  action 
as  may  give  him  the  necessary  rest 
and  relaxation. 

“Resolved,  That  with  a  view  to  his 
restoration  to  health,  Dr.  Demarest 
be  granted  indefinite  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence,  with  continuation  of  full  sal¬ 
ary  and  use  of  parsonage,  and  that 
the  session  be  directed  to  have  the 
pulpit  supplied  in  the  meantime. 

“Resolved,  That  the  congregation 
expresses  its  deep  sympathy  with  Dr. 
Demarest  and  offers  its  sincere  wish 
for  his  speedy  recovery.” 

During  this  pastorate  sixty-four 
persons  accepted  Christ,  sixty-three 
were  received  by  certificate  from 
other  churches,  33  infants  were 
baptized  and  five  adults.  The  con¬ 
gregation  gave  $2107  for  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  and  for  Foreign  Missions  $3345. 
The  amount  spent  for  the  local  work 
and  improvements  was  $30,119  and 
the  total  for  all  causes  was  $37,907. 

After  his  request  to  be  relieved  of 
the  charge,  Dr.  Demarest  went  to 
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Hackensack,  N.  J.,  but  his  “indefi¬ 
nite  leave  of  absence”  was  not  for 
long.  The  trustees  on  May  6th,  1892, 
appointed  Messrs.  McPherson,  Neely 
and  Scott  “to  prepare  resolutions  ap¬ 
propriate  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Dema- 
rest,  which  were  adopted  by  the  con¬ 
gregation  May  9th,  1892. 

“For  the  first  time  in  its  history  of 
a  century  and  a  half,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  is  called  to  mourn  the  death  of 
a  pastor;  and  in  so  doing,  while  bow¬ 
ing  in  submission  to  this  sore  be¬ 
reavement,  we  desire  to  record  our 
high  appreciation  of  the  personal 
and  pastoral  qualities  of  Rev.  John 
Kay  Demarest,  D.D.,  who  for  seven¬ 
teen  years  ministered  to  us  in  holy 
things,  and  who  was  at  once  an  il¬ 
lustration  and  an  example  of  the 
lofty  ideals  which  he  constantly  pre¬ 
sented  to  his  people. 

“We  can  never  forget  his  loving 
nature,  his  sympathetic  spirit,  his 
unselfish  devotion  to  duty,  his  high 
standard  in  life,  his  wide  culture,  his 
logical  , faithful,  and  powerful  pre¬ 
sentation  of  the  eternal  virtues 
which  marked  him  both  in  the  whole 
community  and  in  the  Church  as  a 
special  man  whom  we  admired  and 
loved,  and  whom  we  deeply  mourn  in 
death. 

“In  token  of  our  esteem  we  direct 
that  the  pulpit  remain  draped  for  a 
period  of  thirty  da}^s ;  and  that  a 
memorial  service  be  held  in  the 
church  on  a  convenient  Sabbath  for 
which  the  session  shall  make  the 
necessary  arrangements. 

“That,  in  recognition  of  the  long 
and  earnest  labor  of  our  late  pastor, 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  K.  Demarest,  and  of  his 
devoted  wife — the  trustees  be  di¬ 
rected  to  remit  to  Mrs.  Demarest,  as 
a  gift  from  the  congregation,  the 
sum  of  three  hundred  dollars ;  and 
that  Mrs.  Demarest  be  invited  to  re¬ 
tain  her  home  at  the  parsonage  at 
her  convenience. 

“That  the  trustees  be  directed  to 
place  in  the  walls  of  the  church  a 
suitable  tablet  of  white  marble  in 
memory  of  our  deceased  pastor.” 

“Rev.  John  Kay  Demarest,  D.D., 
was  born  in  New  York  City,  Octo¬ 
ber  10th,  1843,  a  descendant  of 

French  and  Holland  Dutch  settlers 
driven  by  religious  persecutions  to 
America,  about  the  year  1665.  He 


spent  his  early  years  in  New  York 
City,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
University  of  New  York.  He  then 
prepared  for  the  ministry  at  Prince¬ 
ton  Seminary.  His  first  charge  was 
at  Palisades,  New  York.  Several 
years  following  were  spent  else¬ 
where  in  the  State  of  New  York,  in 
Indiana,  and  in  Owensboro,  Ken¬ 
tucky.  I11  November  1875  he  accept¬ 
ed  the  call  to  Gettysburg.  While  in 
Palisades  he  had  married  Miss  Mary 
Jane  McCampbell  of  Jeffersonville, 
Indiana.  Five  children  came  to 
them  of  whom  one  son  died  in  in¬ 
fancy  in  Kentucky,  and  another  in 
the  early  months  of  his  stay  in  Get- 
tysburg.  Three  children  survive 
them.  Mrs.  Demarest’s  life  was  one 
of  devotion  to  her  home  and  its  in¬ 
mates;  always  delicate  and  at  times 
almost  an  invalid,  it  was  impossible 
for  her  to  take  a  very  active  part  in 
the  work  of  the  Church,  yet  her 
gracious  presence  and  hopeful  dis¬ 
position  were  an  inspiration  to.  her 
husband  and  shed  a  beneficient  light 
about  her  in  all  the  relations  of  her 
life.  After  Dr.  Demarest’s  death 
Mrs.  Demarest  returned  to  her  old 
home  in  Jeffersonville  and  there,  ten 
years  later,  she  died,  March  2nd, 


1902. 

A  daughter  of  this  beloved  house¬ 
hold  writes  :  “I  recall  m3’  father’s  de¬ 
lightful  friendships  in  and  outside  of 
the  Church,  the  Bible  Class  which  he 
taught  with  an  intensity  of  desire 
for  the  good  of  the  young  men  of 
whom  it  was  composed,  his  j’03^ 
when  new  members  came  into  the 
Church,  the  communion  service  he 
seemed  to  make  so  full 
richness  and  beauty.  I 
the  pra3^ers  he  offered  at 
ing  of  monuments  on  the 
and  a  temperance  lecture  delivered 
in  the  College  Church  which  seemed 
to  make  an  impression  long  to  be 
remembered  by  many.  But  of  the 
results  of  his  work  I  cannot  judge; 
no  one,  however,  who  knew  him  well 
could  doubt  his  ability  as  a  scholar, 
as  a  preacher,  and  as  a  pastor,  and 
tributes  have  been  paid  again  and 
sincerit3%  earnestness, 
his  character,  and  de- 
Church  and  his  peo- 


of  solemn 
remember 
the  unveil- 
battlefield, 


again  to  the 
and  depth  of 
votion  to  his 
pie.” 

A  committee 


appointed  to  secure 
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and  place  a  tablet  to  the  memory  of 
Dr.  Demarest  was  authorized  in 
June  to  purchase  for  ninety  dollars, 
the  tablet  which  may  be  seen  on  the 
pilaster  to  the  north  of  the  pulpit.  It 
bears  this  inscription:  ”In  memory 
of  Rev.  John  Kay  Demaret,  D.D., 
born  October  ioth,  1843,  died  May 
1st,  1892.  Devoted  Pastor  of  this 
Church  during  the  last  seventeen 
years  of  his  life.” 

Rev.  Hugh  W.  Gilchrist  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Cincinnati, 
was  unanimously  chosen  pastor  May 
8th,  1893,  and  installed  August  24th, 
at  10.30  A.  M.  Rev.  George  Nor- 
cross,  D.D.,  of  Carlisle,  preached  the 
sermon ;  Rev.  H.  R.  Schenck  of 
Chambersburg  delivered  the  charge 
to  the  people  and  Rev.  A.  W.  Hager- 
ty,  D.D.,  of  Carlisle,  the  charge  to 
the  pastor. 

A  tributary  from  the  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church  of  town  flowed  into 
this  Body  on  March  18th,  1894,  giv¬ 
ing  to  it  thirteen  members,  fixed  in 
principle  and  steadfast  in  belief. 

The  following  is  the  list:  Wm.  C. 
Lott,  Mrs.  Deborah  Lott,  Cornelius 
Lott,  M.  Lizzie  Lott,  Wm.  Walter, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Walter,  Mrs.  Ella  M. 
Walter,  Wm.  B.  Walter,  Mrs.  Cath¬ 
erine  Walker,  Miss  Florence  M. 
Walker,  Oliver  Currens,  Miss  M.  C. 
Thompson,  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Montfort. 

These  brought  into  the  Presiby- 
terian  Church  many  of  the  admirable 
qualities  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  in  those  who  survive 
the  spirit  of  that  organization  still 
lives. 

July  18th,  1896,  Rev.  Gilchrist  re¬ 
signed — convinced  by  physical  con¬ 
ditions,  that  he  could  not  long  re¬ 
main  in  this  climate. 

With  this  request  the  congregation 
with  great  reluctance,  concurred. 

Mr.  Gilchrist  was  a  tireless  work¬ 
er,  full  of  a  compelling  enthusiasm — 
a  friend  to  everybody — a  man  of  the 
people.  He  was  a  vine  that  ran  over 
the  wall.  Indefatigable,  he  served 
faithfully  the  Church,  but  he  also 
reached  out — conducting  meetings 
and  preaching  the  Gospel  in  school 
houses  in  every  direction  from  town. 

Rev.  Gilchrist  was  instrumental  in 
starting  the  Cold  Spring  Mission 
which  is  now  a  strong  element  for 
good  in  that  community  and  in  con¬ 


nection  with  the  White  Pine  SanD 
tarium.. 

In  February  1893  a  murder  was 
committed  near  Cold  Spring.  Mr. 
Gilchrist  became  deeply  interested  in 
the  prisoner  accused  and  did  much 
for  him  and  secured  a  stay  of  30 
days  in  his  execution.  From  his  talk 
with  this  man  the  pastor  learned 
something  of  the  needs  of  the  Cold 
Spring  community  and  at  once 
sought  to  bring  the  Gospel  to  the 
people  there.  The  Presbyterian 
Church  contributed  generously  to 
this  work.  This  Church  of  Gettys¬ 
burg  through  its  consecrated  leader 
may  be  accredited  with  organizing 
that  work. 

The  Cold  Spring  Mission  was  later 
adopted  by  the  Evangelical  Alliance. 

Rev.  Gilchrist  was  a  true  pastor, 
and  his  visits  were  looked  forward 
to  eagerly  and  brought  pleasure  and 
blessing. 

During  this  brief  pastorate  of 
three  years  eighty-four  members 
were  added  to  the  Church,  forty-one 
of  them  by  confessing  their  faith  in 
Christ.  When  he  took  up  the  work 
here  there  were  two  hundred  and 
eight  members  enrolled  and  when 
he  laid  it  down  the  membership  was 
two  hundred  and  sixteen. 

Rev.  David  Walker  Woods  suc¬ 
ceeded  Mr.  Gilchrist  in  October 
1896  and  was  the  efficient  pastor  of 
this  congregation  over  fourteen 
years.  He  was  elected  pastor  Octo¬ 
ber  21,  1896,  and  was  installed  Janu¬ 
ary  29  following.  Under  his  pastor¬ 
ate  Presbytery  was  entertained  in 
September  ’99;  a  series  of  meetings 
was  conducted  May  20-31,  1908,  in 
which  the  pastor  was  assisted  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Aikman,  at  that  time  Pres- 
b}Terial  evangelist;  a  new  pipe  or¬ 
gan  was  installed;  the  Church  was 
recarpeted,  and  extensive  repairs 
were  put  on  the  manse.  When  Mr. 
Woods  took  up  the  work  the  Sunday 
School  numbered  125,  and  there  were 
220  members  of  the  Church.  During 
his  pastorate  66  were  added  to  the 
Church  by  examination  as  to  their 
faith,  and  58  were  received  by  certi¬ 
ficate  from  other  churches. 

On  April  9,  1911,  Mr.  Woods  ten¬ 
dered  his  resignation  on  account  of 
impaired  health  and  the  need  of  a 
long  and  undisturbed  rest.  This  pas- 
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torate  which  continued  nearly  15 
3'ears  terminated  on  the  action  of 
Presb}Tter3’  taken  at  Greencastle 
April  12,  1911. 

The  trustees  acquired  from  Mr. 


tween  that  and  the  present  pastor¬ 
ate  which  began  July  3rd,  1911.  The 
installation  was  \Yednesda3'  evening, 
October  4th. 

A  spirit  of  harmoiw  and  of  ready 


Lincoln  and  Burns  Tablets  in  Church 


Woods  the  stable  and  adjacent 
ground  to  the  rear  of  the  manse  in 
the  spring  of  1911,  making  a  very 
convenient  addition  to  the  Church 
propert3r. 

There  was  but  a  brief  period  be- 


co-operation  has  characterized  these 
happy  3rears. 

Last  3rear  the  long  cherished  wish 
of  the  late  Dr.  S.  Wier  Mitchell  took 
form  in  substantial  markers  on  the 
sites  of  the  Cavalr3r  Hospitals.  These 
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markers  were  recommended  by  the 
Battlefield  Commission  and  approv¬ 
ed  in  Washington  and  placed  on  this 
battlefield. 

About  the  time  the  stone  was  plac¬ 
ed  on  the  terrace  in  front  of  this 
church  another  desire  was  gratified. 
There  was  nothing  to  indicate  to  the 
visitors  to  this  field,  or  to  the 
younger  generation  of  residents, 
that  this  room  had  been  honored  by 
the  presence  of  that  martyr  for  hu¬ 
man  rights — the  great  Lincoln.  By 
the  generosity  of  Col.  E.  B.  Cope,  an 
elder  of  the  Church,  a  tablet  telling 
of  Lincoln’s  visit  was  placed  on  the 
front  of  the  building.  Three  tablets 
were  later  placed  on  the  Lincoln- 
Burns  new  by  the  generosity  of  Mr. 
John  White  Johnston,  of  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  a  great  admirer  of  Lincoln 
and  a  careful  student  of  John  Burns, 
for  whom  he  cherishes  a  high  regard 
by  reason  of  Scotch  kinship. 

The  present  organization  of  the 
Gettysburg  Church  is  as  follows : 

Pastor. — Rev.  F.  E.  Taylor. 

Elders. — Hon.  Theodore  McAllis¬ 
ter,  Judge  Samuel  McC.  Swope, 
clerk,  Col.  E.  B.  Cope,  W.  A.  Mcll- 
henny,  J  .Kerr  Lott,  S.  G.  Bigham, 


Dr.  Geo.  Cobean,  Harry  S.  MontforL 

Trustees. — Hugh  Mcllhenny,  Sec.;, 
Allen  Dickson,  Chairman;  J.  Reed 
McCullough,  Morris  W.  Stansburyr 
H.  S.  Monfort,  W.  M.  Keet,  W.  H. 
Lott,  Col.  J.  K.  P.  Scott,  W.  W.  Bell. 

Church  Treasurer. — Hon.  Donald 
P.  McPherson. 

Superintendent  of  Sunday  School. 
— Robt.  K.  Majors. 

Thus  the  unfailing  grace  and  fa¬ 
vor  of  God  have  been  freely  granted 
to  the  Church  and  community  for  a 
century  and  three-quarters.  Here 
He  has  made  known  His  will  to  His 
people,  has  restrained  the  froward,. 
and  inspired  the  faithful,  counseled, 
comforted,  and  endued  with  His 
Spirit.  In  darkness  or  light,  He  has 
never  failed  His  own.  And  our  God 
is  the  same  constant  and  unchang¬ 
ing  God  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for¬ 
ever.  Let  us  rejoice  for  exceeding 
great  mercies  past,  and  go  forward, 
nothing  doubting,  unafraid,  rather 
with  implicit  confidence  that  this 
God  of  our  Fathers  and  our  God  will 
go  with  us  all  the  way,  and  will  pros¬ 
per  that  whereto  we  set  our  hands 
in  Jesus’  name. 


History  of  the  Sunday  School 

By  the  Pastor— Read  by  Mr.  Robert  K.  Majors. 


Mr.  Robert  Raikes  of  Gloucester, 
England,  on  June  5,  1784,  started  a 
movement  which  has  developed  into 
the  Sunday  School.  This  spread  and 
found  its  way  to  America,  one  of  the 
first  schools  being  in  Hanover  Co., 
Va.,  in  1786.  That  the  work  did  not 
meet  with  favor  in  all  its  ways  the 
following  will  show :  “In  Charles¬ 
ton,  S.  C.,  the  Rev.  Charles  Daugha- 
day  “was  severely  beaten  on  the 
head,  and  subsequently  had  water 
pumped  on  him  from  a  public  cistern, 
for  the  crime  of  conducting  a  Sunday 
School  for  the  benefit  of  the  African 
children  in  that  vicinity.”  Under 
such  hardships  the  work  was  done 
then.  Spared  these  let  us  rejoice  and 
serve  faithfully. 

For  25  years  after  the  Revolution¬ 


ary  War,  owing  to  the  exhausted 
condition  of  the  country,  and  a  low 
state  of  religious  activity,  the  Sun¬ 
day  school  made  but  little  progress 
in  America.  The  movement  only  be¬ 
gan  its  successful  era  when  its  first 
pupils  were  grown  and  became 
teachers. 

During  the  first  quarter  of  the  19th 
century  The  American  Sunday 
School  Union  was  organized,  an  in¬ 
stitution  still  existing,  and  to-day  a 
scholar  of  this  Sunday  School,  Rev. 
James  McConaughy  is  its  honored 
editor.  In  1825  this  publication  esti¬ 
mated  that  there  were  1,250,000  schol¬ 
ars  enrolled  in  the  Sunday  Schools 
in  all  countries. 

This  work  came  prominently  be¬ 
fore  the  American  Churches  in  1825- 
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1830.  The  first  Sabbath  School  in 
Gettysburg  was  a  union  school  elab¬ 
orately  planned  to  be  conducted  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  constitution  of  the 
organization  as  follows :  “There 

shall  be  four  separate  schools,  one 
for  colored  people,  to  be  held  in  the 
Academy  (on  High  street),  three  for 
whites,  one  in  each  of  the  churches.” 
This  organization  was  made  in  1820. 
The  churches  then  in  town  were  the 
Presbyterian  on  North  Washington 
street,  the  German  church  and  the 
one  on  West  High  street. 

“Evidently,”  says  Mr.  McPherson, 
“this  machinery  for  four  schools  did 
not  work,....  and  the  result  was  but 
one  school,  and  that  in  the  old 
Academ}7-.” 

With  perhaps  one  exception  in  the 
list  of  14  teachers  preserved,  12  are 
Presbjderian  names. 

“This  school  continued  during  1820, 
’21,  ’22,  and  ’23,  when  we  lose  all  trace 
of  it,  having  been  probably  discon¬ 
tinued.” 

“Between  1823  and  1827,  a  Sabbath 
School  was  organized  in  the  old  Ger¬ 
man  Church  which  stood  on  the  site 
of  the  present  Reformed  Church.  It 
probably  existed  but  a  brief  period.” 

“The  next  Sabbath  School  organ¬ 
ized  in  Gettysburg,  (and  the  first  de¬ 
nominational  school)  was  that  of  the 
Methodist  Church  in  the  fall  of 
1826.” 

The  early  records  of  this  school 
are  defective,  but  the  organization 
seems  to  have  continued  unbroken 
until  the  present  time.  This  being 
the  case  the  Methodist  school  is  the 
oldest  living  school  in  the  town. 

“The  next  school  was  the  “Gettys¬ 
burg  Sabbath  School  Society”  or¬ 
ganized  in  1827,”  out  of  which  grew 
the  Presbyterian  school,  German  Re¬ 
formed,  St.  James  (Lutheran),  and 
Christ  (Lutheran).”  In  this  school 
“the  Spelling  Book  was  a  class  book 
equally  with  the  Bible.” 

In  1834  the  Presb}Terians  withdrew 
from  this  union  school  and  formed 
the  2nd  congregational  school  in 
Gettysburg. 

From  the  same  union  school  the 
Reformed  school  was  organized  in 
1839,  and  St.  James  in  1840.”  Those 
remaining  in  the  union  school  be¬ 
came  “the  Sabbath  School  of  Christ 
Church” 


From  these  statements  we  see 
that  while  the  life  of  our  school  as 
Presbyterian,  began  in  1834  —  the 
school  really  dates  back  to  the  orga¬ 
nization  of  the  Gettysburg  Sabbath 
School  Society  early  in  1827. 

The  church  edifice  then  stood  near 
the  site  of  the  present  Ice  Plant.  On 
December  3,  1834,  Rev.  James  C. 

Watson,  D.D.,  the  pastor,  stated  to 
the  trustees  “that  it  was  then  in  con¬ 
templation  to  form  a  Sunday  School 
to  be  under  the  superintendence  of 
himself  and  the  Session  of  the 
Church.  Whereupon  the  following 
resolution  was  offered  by  Elder 
Moses  McClean  and  passed  unani¬ 
mously  : 

Resolved,  That  the  privilege  of  the 
Church  be  tendered  for  the  use  of  a 
Sabbath  School  about  to  be  formed 
to  be  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  pastor  and  session  of  the 
Church. 

On  the  same  date  this  action  was 
taken  by  the  Session,  the  follow¬ 
ing  preamble  and  resolution  were 
adopted,  viz.: 

Whereas,  The  congregation  of  Get¬ 
tysburg  having  resolved  to  organize 
a  Sabbath  School  and  having  resolv¬ 
ed  that  it  shall  be  under  the  care  of 
this  Session,  therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Session  cor¬ 
dially  receive  such  Sunday  School 
under  its  care; 

2.  Resolved,  That  Messrs.  Watson, 
McClean  and  Dickey  be  a  committee 
to  have  immediate  oversight  of  the 
school. 

The  school  held  its  first  session  on 
the  afternoon  of  Dec.  14,  1834.  We 
are  over  80  years  old.  Our  school 
should  observe  its  natal  day  annu¬ 
ally. 

The  committee  reported  at  next 
meeting  of  Session,  March  21,  1835, 
as  follows :  “Since  our  appointment 
we  have  attended  the  school  alter¬ 
nately  ever}7-  Sabbath.  We  rejoice 
in  being  able  to  state  that  the  school 
was  commenced  under  very  favor¬ 
able  auspices,  and  is  now  in  a  flour¬ 
ishing  condition.  The  number  of 
children  in  attendance,  as  recorded 
on  the  register,  is  120;  and  the  aver¬ 
age  number  in  attendance  every 
Sabbath  is  about  100.  The  children 
in  general  appear  to  make  progress; 
and  the  teachers  seem  to  take  an  in- 
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terest  in  their  work.  The  shorter 
catechism  is  statedly  taught  to  those 
children  who  belong  to  the  Church, 
and  all  the  scholars  who  can  read 
the  Scriptures  are  examined  publicly 
on  the  union  questions.  Your  com¬ 
mittee  consider  this  school  of  great 
importance  to  the  Church,  and  they 
hope  that  it  will  be  cherished  by  the 
prayers  of  the  Session.  This  school 
is  under  the  control  of  the  Session, 
and  the  committee  would  respect¬ 
ful^  recommend  that  the  Session 
should  take  an  interest  in  its  pros¬ 
perity.  Let  each  member  of  the  Ses¬ 
sion  visit  the  school  and  encourage 
the  teachers  and  children  in  their 
exercises;  and  above  all  let  each 
member  remember  the  important  in¬ 
stitution  at  the  throne  of  grace,  and 
then  we  may  expect  the  school  to  be 
a  blessing  to  that  Church  of  which 
we  are  the  overseers.” 

Early  after  the  new  building  was 
finished  on  the  present  site  the  base¬ 
ment  was  fitted  up  and  used  by  the 
Sunday  School  for  several  years. 
This  was  abandoned  some  years  be¬ 
fore  a  furnace  was  installed. 

The  next  notice  about  the  Sunday 
School  is  with  reference  to  change 
of  the  hour  of  meeting,  which  was 
left  to  the  school  to  determine.  This 
was  in  May  1857.  What  change  was 
made  we  are  not  told. 

Elder  George  Arnold  was  the  effi¬ 
cient  Superintendent  during  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  Dr.  Watson’s,  through 
Rev.  Johnston’s,  and  during  most  of 
Rev.  Van  Wyck’s  pastorates.  So  far 
as  I  can  learn  from  the  records  he 
was  succeeded  by  Robert  G.  Mc¬ 
Creary  who  was  long  in  the  respon¬ 
sible  office  of  Superintendent.  Some 
present  as  children  were  trained  in 
the  gospel  story  under  this  faithful 
man’s  leadership.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  congregation,  May  4,  1874,  “On 
motion  of  Rev.  S.  S.  Smith  it  was  re¬ 
solved  unanimously  that  the  thanks 
of  the  congregation  be  hereby  ten¬ 
dered  to  Robert  G.  McCreary  for  the 
untiring  energy  and  devotedness 
with  which  he  has  for  a  number  of 
years  past  discharged  the  duties  and 
performed  the  arduous  services  of 
superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School 
of  this  Church.” 

I  notice  that  there  are  no  records 
in  the  roll  of  the  Sunday  School  from 


Sunday  June  21,  to  Sunday,  Novem¬ 
ber  8,  1863.  This  is  an  eloquent  si¬ 
lence.  I  take  it  to  mean  that  :he 
sessions  of  the  school  were  inter¬ 
rupted  for  that  period  as  a  result  of 
the  battle.  There  is  more  expressed 
in  this  omission  than  we  are  able  to 
read.  I  do  not  know  why  the  school 
should  have  been  interrupted  so 
long.  We  do  know  that  the  hospital 
continued  in  the  church  some  weeks 
after  the  battle,  but  not  so  long  as 
this  would  indicate.  We  know  that 
the  church  room  was  prepared  for 
worship  after  extensive  cleaning  and 
repairs  after  the  hospital  vacated  it. 
But  it  all  shows  how  thoroughly  war 
unsettles  and  stops  many  of  the  ac¬ 
tivities  that  make  for  the  peace  and 
upbuilding  of  men. 

The  following  minute  of  Nov.  8 
appears :  “Re-opened  school  after 
long  suspension.  9  female  teachers, 
15  b03^s  and  21  girls  attended.  Or¬ 
ganized  4  boys‘  classes;  No.  1,  Mrs. 
Agtiew;  No.  2,  Mrs.  E.  McAllister' 
No.  3,  Miss  M.  Barr;  No.  4,  Miss  S. 
Van  Patten.  The  final  class  was  left 
till  next  Sabbath.  Rev.  Mr.  Finney, 
the  pastor  at  that  time,  opened  the 
school  and  as  there  was  no  librarian 
present,  collected  the  library  books 
and  distributed  Sunday  School  news¬ 
papers.  Arranged  lesson  for  classes 
in  Jacobus’  lesson  book.” 

Mr.  McCreary  was  an  active  su¬ 
perintendent.  interested  in  every¬ 
thing  that  would  be  of  advantage  to 
the  Sunday  School.  Under  his  lead¬ 
ership  the  school  library  was  ma¬ 
terially  built  up.  I  find  a  list  of  sub¬ 
scribers  “to  increase  the  library  of 
the  Presbyterian  Sabbath  School” 
with  52  names,  and  a  total  of  $48.50. 
The  Superintendent  shows  his  inter¬ 
est  by  putting  down  $10.00  on  this 
paper.  In  May  and  Novembebr  1866 
I  find  receipted  bills  for  Sunday 
School  library  books  totaling  $44.55. 
In  an  excellent  annual  report  Su¬ 
perintendent  McCreary  says :  “We 
have  60  pupils,  25  males  and  35  fe¬ 
males.” 

Those  present  every  day  and  those 
who  were  absent  but  one  or  two 
days  were  set  before  the  school  as 
an  example  of  faithfulness  for  all  to 
imitate.  Reporting  the  contributions 
of  the  school  we  read:  “We  have 
given  to  Domestic  Missions  $21 ;  to 
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Foreign  Missions  $30;  to  the  Board  the  inspiration  and  enterprise  of  Dr. 
of  Education  $1.13;  Publication  $1.75;  Demarest  together  with  the  liberal- 
Church  Extension  $4.30;  Bible  So-  it 3^  of  the  members  of  the  Church  in 
ciety  $4.25;  Freedmen  $3.41;  Library  ’76,  and  their  interest  in  the  Sunday 
$37.89;  making  $103.76,  and  adding  to  School. 

this  the  amount  collected  by  Miss  After  the  hiatus  in  the  records  we 
Barr  and  Miss  Kate  McCreary,  $48.50,  find  that  on  Decembebr  17,  1893,  2 
we  have  an  aggregate  of  $152.26  rais-  officers,  10  teachers  and  62  scholars 
ed  by  the  school  within  the  year.  I  attended.  This  would  indicate  a  roll 
regard  this  as  a  very  favorable  indi-  of  close  to  100  members.  On  June 
cation  of  the  state  of  feeling  in  the  10,  ’94,  Children’s  Day,  the  offering 
school  because  an  enlarged  spirit  of  for  the  Sunday  School  Board  was 
liberalit}r  is  a  certain  fruit  of  the  $46.  This  should  be  heralded  before 

love  of  God  in  the  heart.”  Here  in  the  school  to-day.  I  find  the  attend- 

a  school  of  60  members  over  $2.50  per  ance  climbing  through  the  following 
member  was  contributed.  Few  re-  years,  reaching  its  highest  point,  120, 
cords  will  be  found  to  exceed  that.  December  19,  1897.  In  this  record 

And  this  was  the  year  following  the  book  we  begin  to  get  acquainted 

close  of  the  Civil  War.  with  some  teachers  who  are  still  at 

But  still  better,  wc  note  this:  “Fif-  their  posts,  and  many  scholars  there 
teen  members  of  our  classes  have  recorded  are  now  among  the  most 
within  the  year  been  led  to  cons-  active  members  of  the  Church, 
ecrate  themselves  to  the  service  of  Mr.  Wills’  usefulness  in  the  Sun- 
God.”  One-fourth  of  the  scholars  day  School  was  cut  short  by  his 

gave  themselves  to  Christ  in  the  death.  By  his  demise  the  commu- 

year.  Shall  we  not  hold  this  up  as  nity,  the  Church  and  the  Sunday 
a  standard  to  be  reached  by  our  School  lost  a  valuable  leader.  The 

school  this  year?  To  this  end  we  membership  of  the  school  at  the 

may  well  heed  this  earnest  leader  close  of  his  superintendency  was  141. 

as  he  adds:  “Let  us  pray  for  more  In  January,  1895,  the  following  is 
enlarged  manifestations  of  the  di-  the  corps  of  teachers :  Mrs.  Walter, 
vine  goodness  in  the  conversion  of  Mrs.  Buehler,  Mrs.  Harper,  Mrs.  Ce- 
every  precious  soul  connected  w;th  celia  Sweeny,  Miss  McClellan,  Miss 

our  school .  ‘With  God  all  things  Montfort,  Miss  Emily  Horner,  Miss 

are  possible.’”  Ella  Iver,r  Miss  Annie  McPherson, 

According  to  a  report  of  an  Ad-  Mrs.  Krauth. 
ams  County  Sunday  School  Conven-  Elder  Charles  McCurdy  succeeded 
tion  held  in  Gettysburg,  January  21  Judge  Wills  as  Superintendent,  fill- 
and  22,  1874,  the  Presbyterian  school  ing  the  office  faithfully  and  effici- 
had  19  officers  and  teachers,  76  schol-  ently. 

ars,  was  open  twelve  months  of  the  Mr.  McCurdy  was  succeeded  by 
\rear,  paid  $25  for  running  expenses,  Prof.  Dorsey  Hunter  ,who  was  teach- 
and  $30  for  benevolences.  ing  in  the  public  schools  of  Gettys- 

The  minutes  of  the  Sunday  School  burg.  In  a  brief  interregnum,  Rev. 
seem  to  be  lost  for  the  period  from  D  .W.  Woods  acted  as  Superintend- 
Julv  ’68  to  November,  ’93.  David  ent,  Mr.  Frank  McAllister  taking  up 
Wills  became  a  member  of  the  the  work  after  him  for  a  time.  He 
Church  June  20,  1873,  and  a  short  was  followed  by  Mr.  Harry  J.  Mont¬ 
time  after  was  elected  an  elder.  He  fort,  who  with  one  or  two  short 
was  for  many  years  Superintendent  breaks,  filled  by  Rev.  Woods,  had 
of  this  school,  succeeding  Elder  Me-  charge  until  about  September  1912. 
Crear'v,  doubtless  in  ’74.  Mr.  Wills  The  present  efficient  Superintendent, 
was  an  efficient  superintendent,  as  Mr.  Robert  K.  Majors,  was  at  that 
many  can  testify  who  are  yet  with  time  installed  in  office  and  has  serv- 
us,  and  received  their  early  impres-  ed  faithfully  since, 
sions  in  faith  under  the  teachings  of  No  school  is  blessed  with  more  ef- 
that  time.  ficient  and  steadfast  corps  of  officers 

For  many  >rears  the  school  held  its  and  teachers  than  is  this.  The  fol- 
sessions  in  the  church  room.  We  owe  lowing  is  the  staff: 
our  present  commodious  quarters  to  Superintendent,  Robert  K.  Majors. 
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Assistant,  Harry  J.  Monfort. 

Secretary,  Miss  Rosa  Scott. 

Treasurer,  Miss  Annie  Monfort. 

Librarian,  Hugh  Mcllhenny. 

Assistant,  John  Noel. 

Pianist,  Miss  Ethel  Zincand. 

Teachers : 

Men’s  Bible  Class,  Rev.  F.  E.  Tay¬ 
lor. 

Women’s  Bible  Class,  Miss  Ella 
Kerr. 

Class  No.  3,  Miss  Annie  Mcllhenny. 

Class  No.  4,  Prof.  J.  Allen  Dickson. 

Class  No.  5,  Miss  Elizabeth  Hess. 

Class  No.  6,  Mrs.  W.  F.  Gilliland. 

Class  No.  7,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Knox. 

Class  No.  8,  Miss  Rosa  Scott,  an 
organized  class. 

Class  No.  9,  Will  S.  Taylor. 

Class  No.  io,  Miss  Irene  Burford. 

Class  No.  ii,  Miss  Ruth  Bigham. 

Superintendent  of  Primary  Depart¬ 
ment,  Miss  Margaret  Barr. 

Assistant,  Miss  Rachel  Scott. 

Organist,  Miss  Anna  Gilliland. 

Teachers,  Miss  Barr,  Miss  Rachel 
Scott,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Taylor. 

Assistant  Teacher,  Miss  Katherine 
Jacoby. 

We  have  closed  another  success¬ 
ful  year  of  the  school.  Our  organi¬ 
zation  has  reached  a  high  state. 
Last  year  we  stood  among  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  counties  in  the  state  in 
the  front  line  according  to  the  State 
Association’s  requirements.  This 
year,  by  some  special  work,  co-ope¬ 


rating  with  the  schools  of  the  county 
we  should  win  the  advanced  stand¬ 
ard  for  Adams  county. 

We  report  to  Presbytery  22  offi¬ 
cers  and  teachers  ,and  a  total  mem¬ 
bership  of  157.  Sixty-seven  mem¬ 
bers  are  in  full  membership  of  the 
Church,  21  of  these  uniting  with  the 
Church  last  year. 

We  have  23  children  on  the  Cradle 
Roll,  and  52  adults  connected  with 
the  Home  Department.  Thirty 
scholars  are  in  our  organized  classes. 

We  gave  last  year  to  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  $20,  to  Foreign  Missions  $25, 
Freedmen  $5,  and  Temperance  $3.92. 
Moneys  spent  for  all  purposes  $216. 

It  is  not  within  our  province  to 
judge  of  the  fruits  of  labors  in  the 
Sunday  School  through  the  past  80 
years.  Many  can  testify  that  here 
they  were  led  to  deny  the  wrong  and 
to  reach  out  after  the  higher  things 
in  life.  We  find  those  who  here 
were  led  into  a  rich  faith,  and  an  in¬ 
ner  fellowship  with  Christ.  And 
here  others  have  experienced  the  fit¬ 
ting  and  development  for  still  wider 
religious  service  by  the  training  and 
information  concerning  the  Bible 
gained  by  teaching.  The  army  of 
those  who  have  passed  up  through 
the  Sunday  School  into  the  member¬ 
ship  of  the  Church  is  glowing  evi¬ 
dence  of  God’s  approval  and  Christ’s 
presence  all  these  years  with  His 
people  here. 


Primary  Sunday  School 

By  Miss  Rachel  Scott 


We  have  authentic  record  of  our 
Sunday  School  being  organized  Dec. 
14,  1834  and  doubtless  there  was  a 
primary  class  from  the  very  begin¬ 
ning. 

When  our  Sunday  School  sessions 
were  held  in  the  basement  of  the 
church  the  primary  class  was  ac¬ 
corded  one  corner.  When  the  church 
auditorium  was  used  by  the  main 
school  the  primary  class,  after  the 
opening  exercises,  marched  to  the 
vestibule  and  occupied  small  benches 
during  the  lesson  period  and  return¬ 
ed  for  the  closing  exercises.  When 
the  addition  to  the  church  was  built 


for  the  use  of  the  Sunday  School, 
and  for  the  various  week-clay  func¬ 
tions  of  the  church,  the  small  room 
above  the  library  was  used  by  the 
primary  class,  and  they  continued  to 
meet  there  until  about  ten  years  ago. 

The  Primary  Department  was  glad 
to  have  a  separate  place  of  meeting 
and  one  far  enough  removed  from 
the  main  school  so  that  they  might 
sing,  as  they  were  not  allowed  that 
privilege  under  the  former  two  con¬ 
ditions  as  it  disturbed  the  main 
school. 

There  have  been  ministers,  physi¬ 
cians,  lawyers,  authors,  statesmen, 
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teachers,  and.  many  others  of  every 
walk  of  life,  just  as  worthy,  who  re¬ 
ceived  their  early  religious  training 
m  our  Primary  Sabbath  School,  and 
have  gone  out  to  make  the  world 
better  for  that  training. 

From  the  list  of  the  first  teachers, 
I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining 
which  one  was  in  charge  of  the  pri¬ 
mary  class  but.  among  the  earlier 
teachers,  I  am  informed  were  Miss 
Julia  McCreary,  Miss  Annie  Mc¬ 
Creary,  our  own  Miss  Agnes  Mc¬ 
Creary,  Miss  Mattie  Longwell,  a 
Miss  Smith,  Miss  Grace  Harper. 
Later  there  was  Miss  Mary  Wills, 
who  in  turn  was  succeeded  by  Miss 
Alary  McConaugh}',  and  in  1888  Miss 
Virginia  McCurdy  entered  upon  a 
period  of  18  years  most  efficient  ser¬ 
vice.  Miss  AIcCurdy  writes  me  that 
the  school  was  equipped  with  a  good 
library,  an  organ,  pictures  and  other 
material  for  study,  and  a  blackboard. 
They  still  used  the  long  low  benches 
only,  but  to  these  were  added  in 
1893  the  small  chairs  which  are  still 
in  use. 

In  April  1906  upon  Miss  McCurdy’s 
removing  to  Bellefonte,  Aliss  Rachel 
Scott  was  transferred  from  teacher 
of  First  Junior  Class  to  the  Superin¬ 
tendency  of  the  Primary  Department 
with  Miss  Emma  Cobean  (now  Airs. 
Hugh  Alcllhenny),  as  organist  and 
librarian.  At  that  time  while  often 
numbering  as  many  as  forty  schol¬ 
ars,  the  primaries  were  all  taught  in 
one  class  using  the  Blakeslee  Grad¬ 
ed  Bible  Studies,  later  we  were  given 
the  Uniform  lessons,  and  in  October 
1909  the  New  International  Graded 
Lessons  were  asked  for  by  the  Pri¬ 
mary  Superintendent  with  the  sanc¬ 
tion  of  the  Pastor,  and  they  were 
granted  by  the  Sabbath  School  As¬ 
sociation.  These  are  the  ones  now 
in  use,  and  they  have  been  found  to 
be  much  more  systematically  and 
pedagogically  arranged  and  thus  bet¬ 
ter  adapted  to  the  age  and  attain¬ 


ment  of  the  children.  We  then  or¬ 
ganized  into  two  grades,  Aliss  Mar¬ 
garet  Barr  taking  the  one  and  the 
Superintendent  the  other. 

The  3rear  our  school  adopted  them 
was  the  first  they  were  put  out  by 
the  Boards  of  Sunday  School  Work 
of  the  various  Church  Denominations 
and.  our  school  has  the  honor  and 
distinction  of  having  been  the  very 
first  school  in  the  country  to  use 
them,  the  next  school  not  beginnig 
there  use  until  Jan.  1910  Every  State 
Sunday  School  Worker  at  the  vari¬ 
ous  conventions  has  urged  their 
adoption  until  now  Graded  Lessons 
in  the  Alain  School  is  one  of  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  a  Front  Line  School. 

It  was  at  Easter  1909  that  eggs 
were  first  given  to  the  Primary  chil¬ 
dren  of  our  Sunday  School.  There 
was  some  criticism  of  this,  but  as  all 
the  other  schools  of  the  town  did  it, 
we  felt  justified  in  doing  it,  too.  For 
three  years  the  teachers,  with  Mrs. 
Harry  Montfort,  who  was  then  our 
Primary  Substitute,  furnished  the 
eggs  and  did  the  coloring,  since 
which  time  the  Junior  C.  E.  and  Pri¬ 
mary  Sunday  School  (through  Mr. 
iaylor’s  suggestion,  I  believe)  con¬ 
duct  annually  a  joint  egg  hunt. 

In  the  summer  of  1911,  Aliss  Mar¬ 
garet  Barr  took  general  charge  of 
the  work  and  is  still  our  very  capable 
Superintendent. 

The  Beginners  and  Primary  Work 
provide  for  a  five  years  course  and 
that  would  mean  at  least  five  classes 
in  large  schools,  but  we  can  not 
grade  so  closely,  and  so  cannot 
graduate  a  class  into  the  main  school 
every  year.  We  have  never  had  more 
than  three  classes  at  any  one  time. 
At  present  we  have  a  Beginners’ 
Class  of  about  12  with  Aliss  Marga¬ 
ret  Barr  as  teacher,  a  First  Year  Pri¬ 
mary  taught  by  Aliss  Rachel  Scott, 
and  a  Third  Year  Primary  in  charge 
of  Airs.  F.  E.  Taylor. 


Ladies’  Aid  Society 


By  Miss  Rachel  Scott 


The  Ladies’  Aid  Society  was  or¬ 
ganized  in  the  fall  of  1907,  Rev.  D. 
W.  Woods  who  was  then  our  pastor, 


calling  the  meeting  to  order  and 
Lading  in  prayer.  Aliss  Annie  W. 
Horner  was  elected  President  and 
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Miss  Margaret  McAllister  Secretary- 
Treasurer.  The  following  year  Miss 
McAllister  was  not  with  us  having 
gone  to  a  field  of  labor  in  North  Car¬ 
olina  and  the  present  incumbent  was 
elected. 

The  original  plan  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  was  to  divide  the  society  into 
groups — probably  nine — and  a  differ¬ 
ent  group  be  responsible  for  some 
function  each  month,  these  functions 
to  cultivate  the  social  side  of  our 
people  as  well  as  to  be  a  money¬ 
gathering  feature.  This  arrange¬ 
ment  was  found  to  be  not  fully  feasi¬ 
ble  on  account  of  the  numerous  other 
organizations  of  the  church,  so  vari¬ 
ous  other  methods  have  been  adopt¬ 
ed  from  time  to  time. 

There  have  been  more  than  80  dif¬ 
ferent  members,  but  through  death 
and  removals,  we  now  number  about 
60  members. 

During  the  first  year  of  our  orga¬ 
nization,  through  picture  sale,  birth¬ 
day  social,  food  sale,  membership 
dues,  etc.,  we  had  receipts  amounting 
to  $195.53.  We  had  the  interior  walls 
of  our  church  auditorium  rededicated 
for  which  with  subsidary  bills  we 
made  an  outlay  of  $195.32. 

During  the  next  two  years  (1908- 
1909  and  1909-1910)  we  worked  for 
the  renovation  of  our  Sunday  School 
rooms  including  hall  and  stairway 
of  same  for  which  our  total  expendi¬ 
ture  was  $328.02  covering  the  cost  of 
papering  and  floor  coverings  of  main 
rooms.  These  bills  were  liquidated 
by  means  of  receipts  from  suppers 
given  at  members’  homes,  fruit  ex¬ 
change  social,  organ  recital,  ice 
cream  and  cake  sale,  penny  social, 
and  a  substantial  contribution  from 
the  Christian  Endeavor  Society,  be¬ 
sides  membership  dues.  It  was  dur¬ 
ing  this  time  that  the  visiting  basket 
was  started  and  from  which  neat 


sums  have  been  realized  from  time 
to  time. 

During  our  fourth  year  (1910-1911) 
we  had  receipts  from  an  organ  re¬ 
cital,  a  lawn  fete,  visiting  basket, 
etc.,  aggregating  $127.39  and  our  ex¬ 
penditures  for  the  year  were  $110.05 
which  for  the  most  part  was  spent 
on  work  at  the  manse. 

During  the  fifth  year  (1911-1912) 
our  income  was  largely  through  a 
victrola  concert,  cook  book  sales, 
chicken  and  biscuit  supper,  etc.,  from 
which  we  completed  our  payments 
on  work  done  at  the  manse,  and  we 
had  the  upstairs  Sunday  School 
room  (formerly  known  as  the 
kitchen)  cleaned  and  papered,  pay¬ 
ing  out  $41.04  and  having  a  balance 
of  $47.40. 

During  the  last  two  years,  1913  and 
1914,  we  have  had  needle  work  and 
historical  socials,  festivals,  etc.,  and 
our  receipts  have  been  $115.62  from 
which  we  have  paid  out  for  iron  rail¬ 
ing  along  church  steps,  rugs  for  one 
of  the  Primary  Sunday  School 
rooms,  repaired  cupboard  for  use  of 
Camp  Fire  Girls,  and  carpenter’s  and 
plumbers’  bills  in  fitting  up  toilet,  in 
all  to  the  amount  of  $95.74. 

To  summarize,  the  Ladies’  Aid  So- 
icety  has  been  in  existence  seven  and 
one-half  years,  the  planning  and 
work  can  not  be  computed  in 
figures,  but  we  have  had  receipts 
amounting  to  $809.93  of  which  $790.05 
have  been  expended  on  improve¬ 
ments  to  the  church  plant,  and  there 
are  still  a  few  unpresented  outstand¬ 
ing  bills. 

We  have  under  advisement  the  fit¬ 
ting  up  of  the  room  communicating 
from  Sunday  School  Library  to  Au¬ 
ditorium  ,as  Pastor’s  Room,  this  will 
likely  be  out  next  number  in  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  work  for  tlie  current  year. 


The  Womans  Home  Missionary  Society 

By  Miss  Agnes  McCreary  and  Mrs.  C.  B.  Stouffer 

The  nucleus  of  the  Woman’s  Home  The  following  members  composed 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Gettys-  the  class :  Martha  Fuller,  Annie 
burg  Presbyterian  Church,  was  form-  Odell,  Lovina  Sample,  Agnes  Me¬ 
ed  by  the  Sabbath  School  class  of  Creary. 

Mrs.  Johnston,  during  the  pastorate  These  girls  becoming  inspired  with 
of  her  husband,  the  Rev.  Robert  the  missionary  spirit,  resolved  to 
Johnston,  about  1850.  form  a  society  to  promote  this  cause. 
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They  began  by  sewing  squares  for  a 
quilt,  to  be  put  in  a  box  for  a  Home 
Missionary.  When  ready  to  be  put 
together  and  do  the  quilting,  this 
was  found  beyond  their  skill,  so,  the 
older  ladies  of  the  church  were  ask- 
eed  to  assist. 

These  ladies  and  the  young  girls 
united  afterwards,  and  formed  the 
Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Gettysburg  Presbyterian 
Church. 

On  September  the  sixth,  1857,  this 
Society  was  formally  organized  -with 
a  full  corps  of  officers  and  a  written 
constitution.  The  same  constitution 
remained  in  force  until  April,  1912, 
when  to  meet  some  new  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Home  Board  a  few 
changes  were  made.  Three  legacies 
have  been  bequeathed  to  this  So¬ 
ciety;  the  first  by  Miss  Letitia  Mc- 
Xeely,  for  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
dated  February,  1852;  the  second, 
dated  April  the  tenth,  1878,  by  Miss 
Mary  McPherson,  for  fifty  dollars, 
and  the  third  for  one  hundred  dol¬ 
lars,  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  HcAllister,  on 
September  the  thirteenth,  1909.  By 
the  wording  of  these  legacies  it  is 
obligatory  upon  the  Society  to  col¬ 
lect  the  interest  upon  the  same  bi- 
annually  and  devote  the  revenue  in 
preparation  of  a  box  of  clothing  and 
other  useful  articles  for  a  home  mis¬ 
sionary. 

The  first  box  sent  out  by  this  So- 
ciet}^  met  a  sad  fate  at  the  bottom  of 
the  Mississippi  River,  the  vessel 
upon  which  it  had  been  shipped  be¬ 
ing  wrecked.  But  this  misfortune 
rather  increased  than  dampened  the 
zeal  of  these  wrorkers. 

For  over  half  a  centur}'-  the  Society 
has  continued  to  sew  quilt  patches, 
making  comfortables,  and  sending  a 
box  to  some  home  missionary  every 
two  years. 

Many  letters  have  been  received  in 
grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  ne¬ 
cessities  and  comforts  supplied  to 


the  homes  of  these  isolated  mission¬ 
aries. 

In  1883  this  Society  united  wTith  the 
Presbyterial  Society  of  Carlisle  and 
each  year  sends  its  delegate  to  the 
annual  convention.  Our  Society  has 
been  kindly  recognized  by  the  Pres¬ 
byterial  in  the  election  of  one  of  our 
members  as  first  vice  president.  The 
funds  for  the  support  of  the  Society, 
others  than  the  income  from  the 
legacies,  are  derived  from  the  annual 
membership  fees,  gifts,  and  the  an¬ 
nual  thank  offering.  Two  meetings 
are  held  each  month;  on  the  first 
Thursday,  when  the  time  is  spent  in 
devotion,  study  of  the  monthly  topic 
as  outlined  by  the  Woman’s  Home 
Board,  sewing  quilt  patches,  and  so¬ 
ciability.  The  second  meeting,  on  the 
fourth  Thursday,  the  Society  unites 
with  the  Foreign  Missionary  Society 
in  a  praise  service,  and  review  of  the 
month’s  literature  for  both  societies. 

On  October,  1913,  a  Mission  Study 
Class  was  organized.  It  meets  one 
evening  of  each  week  for  six  months, 
taking  up  the  study  of  the  books 
suggested  by  the  Home  Board.  This 
class  has  proved  an  excellent  supple¬ 
ment  to  the  regular  work. 

This  Society  has  always  number¬ 
ed  among  its  members  many  earnest 
and  devoted  women,  a  few  names 
mentioned  here,  such  as  McPherson, 
Harper,  \\  ills,  McCreary,  Crawford, 
and  Neely,  will  recall  many  pleasant 
features.  Until  called  to  her  reward 
above,  the  missionary  boxes  were  al¬ 
ways  packed  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Ed¬ 
ward  McPherson,  with  loving  hands 
and  many  loving  wishes. 

Of  the  original  members  but  one 
remains,  Miss  Agnes  McCreary.  Miss 
McCreary  served  faithfully  as  presi¬ 
dent  for  many  years,  and  on  October 
the  third,  1912,  was  unanimously 
elected  President  Emeritus. 

As  the  anniversaries  roll  around 
may  the  Society  still  record  for  each 
member,  “She  hath  done  what  she 
could.” 


Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society 

Read  by  Mr.  R.  K.  Major 

The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Sabbath  School  class.  In  1873  this 
Society  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  class  took  up  missionary  work,  or- 
of  Gettysburg  had  its  origin  in  a  ganizing  in  a  band  called  the  “Mas- 
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ter’s  Helping  Hand.”  The  charter  filled  with  new  names,  boys  names 
members  got  as  many  others  to  join  no  longer  appearing  on  the  list.  It 
them  as  they  could,  so  it  became  a  was  then  decided  to  drop  the  name 
mixed  assembly,  girls,  boys  and  some  “The  Master’s  Helping  Band,”  and 
women,  numbering  thirty-six  (36)  become  an  auxiliary  to  the  Woman’s 
with  Miss  Jennie  Smith  (teacher  of  Foreign  Missionary  Society  of  Car- 
the  class)  as  president  and  Mary  lisle  Presbytery.  In  1891  the  auxili- 
Wills  (one  of  the  class)  as  secretary  ary  assumed  the  additional  expense 
and  treasuruer.  The  membership  fee  of  a  Bible-Reader  (Hannah)  in  Per- 
was  ten  cents  a  month,  and  they  met  sia,  the  salary  being  thirty-six  dol- 
every  week  during  the  winter  lars  ($36.00)  a  year  and  that  same 
months.  The  time  was  spent  socially  year  we  held  our  first  thank  offering 
while  the  fingers  were  kept  busy  meeting,  which  has  been  held  every 
making  a  quilt  which  they  donated  year  since  up  to  the  present  time, 
to  the  Home  Missionary  Society.  At  The  same  amount  of  money  for  the 
the  end  of  the  year  they  had  collect-  scholarship  and  for  the  Bible-Reader 
ed  fifty-two  dollars  ($52.00).  The  has  gone  each  year,  but  a  change  in 
money  was  sent  to  Mrs.  McCo  rd,  the  method  of  distribution  by  the 
Philadelphia,  directing  her  to  pur-  Board  in  about  1908,  made  it  neces- 
chase  a  scholarship  in  Sidon  Semi-  sary  to  drop  the  particular  objects 
nary,  Syria,  which  then  cost  forty  and  send  the  money  to  the  mission 
dollars  ($40.00)  in  gold.  A  specal  station  instead.  From  1894  to  1909 
girl  was  assigned  to  the  Band  (Miri-  the  “Little  Light  Bearers”  were  un- 
am  Aid)  and  she  was  under  their  der  the  care  of  the  auxiliary,  and 
care  until  she  graduated,  and  then  contributed  their  money  to  the  same 
another  was  taken,  and  so  on  for  cause  as  we  did,  but  since  the  cradle 
many  years.  The  extra  money  rais-  roll  has  come  into  existence,  the  lit- 
ed  each  year  (over  the  $40.00)  was  tie  ones’  names  appear  on  it  instead 
given  by  vote  of  the  Band  to  any  of  on  the  missionary  roll.  In  1898 
good  cause  they  knew  of  at  the  time.  Miss  Sara  McPherson,  ever  faithful, 
Thus  the  good  work  so  begun  has  until  overtaken  by  ill  health,  was  no 
been  going  on  ever  since.  Miss  longer  able  to  serve  and  Miss  Jennie 
Smith  was  president  until  1881  when  Montfort  was  elected  to  take  her 
she  left  Gettysburg  to  take  up  duties  place  and  served  faithfully  until  her 
elsewhere.  Mrs.  Demarest,  the  pas-  removal  from  Gettysburg.  While  not 
tor’s  wife,  was  elected  to  fill  her  with  us  as  president  she  is  still  a 
place,  with  Miss  Mary  McConaughy  member  cheering  us  on  in  the  good 
as  secretary  and  Miss  Margaret  Kerr  work  she  loved  so  well.  In  1912  Mrs. 
as  treasurer.  Mrs.  Demarest  could  Taylor,  the  pastor’s  wife,  was  chosen 
only  serve  one  year,  so  that  in  1882  president  and  has  been  serving  very 
Miss  Sara  McPherson  was  elected  efficiently  and  acceptably  and  we 
president.  Miss  Mary  McConaughy  have  raised  more  in  the  last  two 
vice  president,  Miss  Agnes  Barr  sec-  years  than  ever  before  and  our  mem- 
retary,  and  Miss  Margaret  Kerr  bership  is  increasing.  Only  three  of 
treasurer.  The  meetings  were  still  the  original  names  (charter  mem- 
held  every  week  during  the  winter,  bers)  now  appear  on  the  roll;  Miss 
and  a  Christmas  box  was  prepared  Agnes  Barr,  Miss  Annie  Horner,  and 
and  sent  every  year  to  some  school  Miss  Virginia  McCurdy.  With  the 
at  a  mission  station,  and  according  changing  of  the  times  we  are  chang- 
to  letters  received  these  were  much  ing  our  methods,  are  taking  on  a 
appreciated  by  the  children  receiving  more  educational  form  and  are  be- 
the  gifts,  also  by  tlie  teachers  who  coming  better  informed  along  mis- 
had  the  gifts  to  donate.  In  1890  while  sionary  lines,  which  argues  well  for 
the  number  of  members  remained  the  good  work  of  the  future, 
about  the  same,  many  changes  had  Written  by  Miss  Margaret  Kerr 
taken  place,  vacant  places  had  been  and  Miss  Agnes  Barr. 
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Christian  Endeavor  History 


By  h.  s. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Session  held 
Oct.  29,  1879,  the  pastor,  Rev.  J.  K. 
Demarest,  announced  his  intention  to 
commence  a  young  people’s  meeting 
to  be  conducted  by  himself  weekly, 
to  counteract  some  unfavorable  con¬ 
ditions  then  springing  up  among  the 
young  people.  Our  present  Chris¬ 
tian  Endeavor  Society  is  the  out¬ 
growth  of  this  young  people’s  meet- 
ing. 

This  young  people’s  circle  continu¬ 
ed  to  hold  meetings  each  week  up 
until  the  second  year  of  the  pastor¬ 
ate  of  Rev.  Hugh  Gilchrist  when  the 
question  arose  why  not  change  the 
young  people’s  meeting  to  a  Young 
People’s  Society  of  Christian  En¬ 
deavor? 

By  joining  the  Christian  Endeavor 
movement  it  was  felt  that  our  young 
people  would  be  given  greater  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  w'ork  and  usefulness  in 
church  work. 

The  question  of  making  the  change 
was  put  to  a  vote  at  the  Young  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Meeting  Sunday  evening  July 
29,  1894,  and  resulted  in  a  tie,  12  to  12 
Mr.  Gilchrist  casting  the  deciding 
vote  in  favor  of  Christian  Endeavor, 
thus  changing  what  was  practically 
a  Bible  Study  Class  to  an  organized 
body  with  working  officers  and  com¬ 
mittees. 

Our  first  prayer  meeting  was  held 
Aug.  5,  1894,  and  the  leader  was  H.  S. 
Montfort,  the  topic  was  the  “Cleve¬ 
land  Convention,  a  Study  of  C.  E. 
Work.”  A  prayer  meeting  commit¬ 
tee  and  a  look-out  committee  were 
named  at  this  meeting. 

The  first  president  of  our  Society 
was  Dr.  C.  B.  Stouffer  who  served 
until  Jan.  25,  1895,  when  H.  S.  Mont¬ 
fort  was  elected  president  and  serv¬ 
ed  until  July  25,  1895,  when  Mrs. 
Frances  H.  Walter  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent.  The  other  officers  elected  at 
that  time  were  Geo.  C.  Cobean,  vice 
president;  Miss  Mary  McConaughy, 
prayer  meeting,  and  Miss  Jean  Cope, 
look-out;  Mrs.  Frances  H.  Walter 
temperance ;  Mrs.  Hugh  Gilchrist, 
missionary;  Miss  Mary  Montfort 
secretary  and  treasurer. 

Our  Society  has  always  been  rep- 


Monfort 

resented  at  our  county  conventions. 
At  the  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  County  Conven¬ 
tion  held  at  East  Berlin,  Pa.,  May  22, 
23  and  24,  1896,  several  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  were  present  including  Mrs.  C. 
B.  Stouffer,  who  conducted  a  confer¬ 
ence  on  Junior  work,  and  also  Dr.  C. 

B.  Stouffer  who  had  a  specimen 
Junior  meeting  by  the  Junior  Society 
of  our  Church.  Mr.  D.  McConaughy, 
Jr.,  from  our  Church  told  of  mission 
work  in  foreign  fields. 

From  the  very  beginning  of  our 
Society  we  have  been  pledged  to  give 
to  missions  and  every  year  a  sum  not 
less  than  $10.00  has  been  given  to 
missions.  Our  pledged  money  going 
to  the  work  of  Rev.  Albert  Fulton, 
Canton,  China. 

It  was  not  until  Mar.  30,  1896,  that 
our  present  written  copy  of  the  con¬ 
stitution  was  ready  for  use.  It  was 
written  for  the  Society  by  James  B. 
Slaybaugh,  one  in  no  way  connected 
with  the  Church  or  Society,  and  is  a 
fine  specimen  of  penmanship. 

The  following  were  the  charter 
members  and  the  ones  voting  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  Christian  Endeavor :  Mrs. 
Mary  C.  Krauth,  Mrs.  Frances  H. 
Walter,  Mrs.  Maria  Stamers  Har- 
nish,  Miss  Jennie  T.  Montfort,  Miss 
Mary  M.  Montfort,  Mrs.  Emma  Co¬ 
bean  Mcllhenny,  Miss  Mary  McCon¬ 
aughy,  Miss  Jennie  Cobean,  Miss 
Lizzie  McGrew,  Mrs.  John  Sweeney, 
Dr.  Geo.  C.  Cobean,  H.  S.  Montfort. 

Our  society  has  grown  from  a  so¬ 
ciety  of  12  members  to  about  65 
members  divided  as  follows :  39  ac¬ 
tive,  26  associate,  and  10  honorary, 
and  the  outlook  for  the  future  is  en¬ 
couraging. 

H.  S.  Montfort. 

The  present  organization  of  the  Jr. 

C.  E.  dates  from  Sept.  1905.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  have  acted  as  superintend¬ 
ents  or  assistant  superintendents : 
Miss  Grace  McCurdy,  Miss  Luella 
McAllister,  Mrs.  Ruth  Kepple,  Miss 
Ella  Gilliland,  Mrs.  Cleveland,  Miss 
Jacoby. 

The  gifts  to  missions  average  $18 
or  $20  per  year.  The  number  on  roll 
average  about  40. 
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Cradle  Roll  History 


The  Cradle  Roll  of  this  Church  was 
organized  in  connection  with  the 
Primary  Department  of  the  Sunday 
School  in  1906,  with  about  eight 
members. 

Other  members  were  added  from 
time  to  time  as  the  older  ones  pass¬ 
ed  on  to  be  enrolled  in  the  Primary 
Department  of  the  Sunday  School. 
Some  moved  away,  two  have  gone 
to  heaven. 

From  the  birth  of  the  Cradle  Roll 
until  the  present  time  56  little  ones 
have  been  enrolled  with  1913  as  the 
banner  year  when  26  babies  under  3 
years  of  age  were  on  the  list. 

This  year  there  are  23  names  on 
the  Roll. 

The  children  are  remembered  with 
gifts  at  Christmas  and  some  notice 
is  taken  of  the  birthdays. 


The  Superintendents  have  aimed 
to  call  on  the  mothers  several  times 
a  year  and  to  send  them  the  monthly 
Cradle  Roll  paper  called  “The  Golden 
Now.” 

Birthday  and  thank  offering  en¬ 
velopes  are  sent  out  and  many  of  the 
mothers  respond  with  25  cents  per 
year. 

The  last  two  years  Cradle  Roll  So¬ 
cials  were  given  for  the  babies  and 
their  mothers. 

Mrs.  Hugh  Mcllhenny  was  the  first 
superintendent;  later  Miss  Rachel 
Scott  and  Miss  Margaret  Barr,  since 
1914. 

The  aim  of  the  Cradle  Roll  is  to 
bring  the  spirit  of  the  Sunday  School 
and  Church  into  the  home  and  into 
the  lives  of  the  little  ones. 


Letter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Gilchrist 


San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Apr.  9,  1915. 
Rev.  F.  E.  Taylor, 

Gettysburg,  Pa. 

Dear  Mr.  Taylor: 

The  announcements  have  just  come 
to  my  table  of  the  celebration  of  the 
Gettysburg  Church.  It  carries  us 
back  to  those  happy  days  which  we 
spent  with  the  dear  people  of  Get¬ 
tysburg.  The  five  names  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  issuing  the  invitation  are  pre¬ 
cious  names  in  our  memories.  Mrs. 
Gilchrist  and  I  spent  several  years 
of  very  strenuous  labor  in  the  old 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Cincin¬ 
nati  and  felt  the  necesisty  of  escap¬ 
ing  from  the  turmoil  of  the  city  into 
a  place  of  rest.  Accordingly,  when 
a  letter  came  from  Charles  McCurdy 
asking  us  to  consider  Gettysburg  it 
was  almost  a  foregone  conclusion 
that  we  would  go  into  the  quiet, 
peaceful  and  happy  life  with  the  Get¬ 
tysburg  friends. 

As  I  look  back  to  the  evening  when 
I  arrived  at  the  railroad  station,  Mr. 
McCurdy  and  a  few  others  were 
awaiting  my  arrival  and  I  went  to 
be  entertained  at  the  McCurdy  home, 
as  happy  a  spot  as  one  could  land  in 
after  a  day’s  travel  on  the  road.  The 
next  morning  I  went  early  to  the 
church  and  found  Owen  Robinson, 
the  old  negro  sexton,  waiting  for 


me,  apparently  recognizing  that  this 
must  be  the  new  preacher.  That 
morning  Owen  looked  more  like  a 
butler  of  a  rich  plantation  home  than 
the  sexton  of  a  Presbyterian  church. 
I  learned  afterward  that  the  snow- 
white  vest  which  Owen  wore  was 
the  special  gift  of  a  friend  on  Owen’s 
request  that  he  might  be  properly 
garbed  to  do  his  part  in  greeting  the 
new  preacher.  By  the  end  of  the 
first  Sabbath  I  realized  that  I  was  in 
a  new  world,  wholly  different  from 
the  unrest  of  the  western  city,  and 
in  the  years  afterwards  which  Mrs. 
Gilchrist  and  I  spent  at  Gettysburg 
we  learned  the  meaning  of  that  dif¬ 
ference  and  found  it  was  a  difference 
of  heart  life,  fellowship  and  friend¬ 
ship,  and  Christian  love.  When  we 
entered  Gettysburg  for  the  three 
years  and  two  months  of  service 
which  we  spent,  Mrs.  Gilchrist  said, 
“Now,  let  us  not  stay  here  long 
enough  to  love  these  people  so  deply 
that  leaving  will  be  hard,  or  else  let 
us  stay  here  permanently.”  We  did 
not  do  either.  We  were  taken  im¬ 
mediately  into  the  heart  life  of  the 
congregation  and  leaving  Gettysburg 
when  at  last  God  called  us  to  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Coast,  was  the  hardest  thing 
we  ever  had  to  do,  and  to  this  day 
we  turn  back  to  those  friendships  as 


25 


of  the  sweetest  we  have  ever  known. 

The  first  duty  upon  the  field  was 
to  get  acquainted  with  all  of  the 
members.  After  visiting  some  who 
were  in  town,  on  invitation  we  went 
to  spend  the  day  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  McAllister.  We  arrived  just  in 
time  for  me  to  throw  off  my  coat  and 
help  to  get  a  load  of  hay  in  from  the 
field  out  of  the  coming  rain.  I  need 
not  say  that  Mr.  McAllister  and  I 
were  acquainted  from  that  moment 
on.  Then  we  went  in  to  dinner  and 
sat  down  to  a  table  that  was  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  a  full  exhibit  of  an  abund¬ 
ant  farm  and  a  full  delight  to  hungry 
appetites.  Those  first  weeks  in  which 
we  became  acquainted  with  the  peo¬ 
ple  were  like  a  reception  home  in  the 
heartiness  of  welcome.  Then  follow¬ 
ed  the  general  work  of  the  parish  in 
discovering  new  members.  Some¬ 
time  before,  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  had  closed  its  doors.  The 
first  ingathering  into  the  member¬ 
ship  was  of  fifty-two  of  these  United 
PresbjTerian  members.  Usually  the 
first  ingathering  is  from  the  Sunday 
School  ,but  at  the  time  the  Sunday 
School  was  rather  small.  There  was 
only  one  boy  in  the  school  outside 
of  the  primary  classes,  and  that  was 
Don  Swope  and  he  was  there  only 
because,  as  some  friend  said,  “His 
mother  and  father  were  sitting  on 
him,”  to  keep  him  there.  The  ques¬ 
tion  was  soon  asked,  How  shall  we 
get  the  boys  into  the  Sunday 
School?  My  reply  was,  “Get  the 
men  and  the  boys  will  follow.”  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  we  organized  a  men’s  class 
which  came  to  have  a  membership  of 
thirty-two,  and  true  to  the  prophecy, 
the  boys  filed  into  the  school  and 
filled  up  boys’  classes.  The  Sunday 
School  was  a  real  delight  to  see  the 
young  people  grow  into  Christ-like- 
ness. 


As  I  speak  of  the  school  I  remem¬ 
ber  the  one  testing  hour  through 
which  we  went.  It  was  the  morning 
that  word  was  given  to  the  school 
that  its  beloved  Superintendent, 
Judge  Wills,  had  died.  I  remember 
now  my  words  to  the  school  on  that 
morning:  Morning  by  morning  Judge 
Wills  would  pray  that  God  will  give 
us  in  due  time  our  home-going  and 
now  that  the  prayer  was  answered 
for  himself  we  could  not  withhold 
from  him  that  which  he  had  prayed 
for  himself  and  for  all. 

I  wish  that  I  could  write  you  as 
fully  as  the  subject  warrants  con¬ 
cerning  those  happy  years  in  Gettys¬ 
burg.  It  was  there  our  dear  boy  was 
born  whose  life  has  been  to  us 
through  all  the  years  a  constant  joy. 
I  cannot  forbear  a  reminiscence  just 
here  of  those  summer  Sunday  morn¬ 
ings  when  the  windows  of  the  manse 
were  open  and  Harvey  Cobean,  John 
McAllister  and  one  or  two  others  of 
the  older  men,  would  come  to  get 
their  horses  from  the  hitching  rack, 
but  would  also  come  to  the  window 
and  we  would  pass  the  baby  out  to 
be  handed  around  and  fondled  by  the 
men  one  after  another.  This  remi¬ 
niscence  leads  into  the  open  field  of 
contact  with  all  of  the  personel  of  the 
old  church  and  is  rich,  and  more 
than  rich,  in  remembrance  of  the 
personal  friendships  and  fellowships 
the  very  best  that  earth  knows. 

The  Gilchrist  family  consists  of 
Mrs.  Gilchrist  and  myself,  and  our 
two  children:  Francis  and  Sadie.  The 
whole  household  sends  you  our  best 
heart’s  love.  May  God  richly  bless 
you  and  all  the  people  of  the  Gettys¬ 
burg  Church,  and  grant  you  abund¬ 
ance  of  fruit  for  your  labor  for  Him. 

Cordially  yours, 

Hugh  and  Margaret  Gilchrist. 


Letter  of  Wm.  H.  Black 

Flora  Dale,  until  the  then  pastor  of  your  church 

Adams  County,  Pa.  at  the  infair  of  cousin  Wm.  Ham. 

4th  Mo.,  7th,  1915.  Bayly  most  emphatically  denied  it. 
Rev.  Taylor,  My  interest  in  family  history  had 

Gettysburg,  Pa.  just  been  awakened,  but  from  that 

I  had  never  doubted  our  family  time  on,  all  accounts  seemed  to 

tradition  that  he  was  of  our  people  credit  him  to  the  Carolinas,  even  his 
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lineal  descendant,  Gen.  Black,  late 
Pension  Commissioner,  prides  him¬ 
self  on  his  southern  ancestry.  But 
a  few  years  ago,  ransacking  the 
capitol  library  at  Harrisburg,  on 
page  454,  Vol.  io,  Pa.  Historal  Maga¬ 
zine,  I  found  the  following:  “Rev. 
John  Black  was  born  in  York  coun¬ 
ty  (now  Adams)  about  1750.  His 
father,  Robert  Black,  was  an  early 
settler  in  that  section,  but  in  the 
great  Scotch-Irish  immigration  to 
the  southward,  removed  to  North 
Carolina  when  his  son  John  was  an 
infant  in  arms.  Hence  the  statement 
that  he  was  born  there.  He  entered 
Nassau  Hall  in  the  junior  year  in 
1769,  and  served  Upper  Marsh  Creek 
from  1775  to  1794.  Preached  to  Re¬ 
formed  Dutch  for  several  years, 
then  accepted  a  call  to  the  churches 
of  Trinity  and  Greensburg,  West 
moreland  county.  Installed  Oct.  23, 
1800.  He  died  there  Aug.  16,  1802, 
and  is  buried  in  Black’s  graveyard.” 
*  *  From  Penn.  Hist.  Magazine,  Vol. 
10,  p.  454..  I  think  that  the  last  state¬ 
ment  is  incorrect.  I  have  also  seen 
it  stated  that  he  lies  in  the  old  Dutch 
graveyard  near  Hunterstown. 


My  pride  in  this  find  is  entirely 
civic  as  I  know  our  family  did  not 
follow  his  lead  in  his  new  departure. 

I  think  I  spoke  of  this  to  Don. 
McPherson  but  he  has  probably  for¬ 
gotten  it. 

Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  H.  Black  (1842 — ) 

Should  you  have  any  curiosity  as 
to  the  personality  of  the  writer  I  will 
add  that  I  am  the  son  of  the  late 
Wm.  Black  (1802-1883),  who  was  the 
son  of  Capt.  Adam  Black  (1756-1816), 
who  was  the  son  of  John  Black,  who 
with  his  older  sons  Robt.  and  Wm. 
were  of  the  first  settlers  near  Mum- 
masburg.  The  graves  of  Robt.  and 
Adam  are  marked,  and  I  presume 
John  also  is  buried  in  Black’s  grave¬ 
yard,  but  I  can  not  be  sure. 

In  the  archives, etc.,  I  find  traces 
of  three  and  probably  four  Robt. 
Blacks  in  colonial  times,  and  it  is 
now  impossible  to  fully  identify 
them,  and  I  have  given  much  time 
and  care  to  the  work. 

Yours  for  success, 

Wm.  H.  Black. 


H  ospital  Reminiscences 


By  Mrs.  S. 

The  beautiful  marker  erected  by 
the  Government,  in  the  yard  in  front 
of  this  Church,  tells  what  parts  of 
the  army  were  represented  by  the 
wounded  men  cared  for  here,  during 
and  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg; 
but,  at  this  late  date,  few  details  can 
be  given;  and  I  have  no  personal 
knowledge  of  the  work  done  here, 
my  time  being  fully  occupied  at  my 
home  on  West  High  street,  and  the 
two  churches  near  us. 

This  church  was  occupied  during 
the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole,  of 
the  month  of  July,  until  the  tent 
hospital — Camp  Letterman — was  es¬ 
tablished  about  a  mile  and  half  east 
of  the  town.  Some  of  the  men  lay 
in  the  pews,  and  others  on  boards 
placed  on  top  of  the  backs  of  the 
seats.  I  do  not  know  how  many 
were  cared  for  here,  and  there  is, 
now,  no  way  of  finding  out.  But 
four  persons  are,  at  present,  resid- 


M.  Stewart 

ing  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  the  church,  who  were  here  at  that 
time,  and  were  old  enough  to  be 
much  interested  in  the  work  of  the 
hospitals. 

Miss  Agnes  Barr,  and  her  sister, 
now  Mrs.  McKinney,  members  of  this 
congregation,  resided  then,  and  do 
now  reside,  three  doors  south  of  the 
church.  They  came  here  on  the  af¬ 
ternoon  of  the  first  of  July,  and  from 
that  time,  until  the  coming  of  the 
Sanitary  and  Christian  Commissions, 
they  came  three  times  a  day  with 
food  for  the  wounded.  This  food 
was  prepared  and  contributed  by 
residents  in  the  vicinity,  and  taken 
to  the  home  of  Mrs.  Barr,  who  sent 
her  daughters  to  the  church  with  it. 
Mrs.  Barr  passed  away  many  years 
ago,  but  two  of  her  daughters  sur¬ 
vive  to  tell  the  story  of  her  patriotic 
work 

Of  course  the  church  was  much 
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damaged.  Mrs.  John  Crawford  went 
to  Pittsburgh  to  ask  help  from  the 
congregation  of  Dr.  Paxton,  who 
had  been  pastor  some  years  before. 
Mrs.  Robert  Horner  went  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  on  the  same  errand.  Sub¬ 
stantial  aid  was  recived,  and  the 
church  was  thoroughly  renovated. 
This  financial  assistance  was  much 
appreciated,  as  without  it,  the  con¬ 
gregation  could  not  have  borne  the 
expense.  I  know  of  no  comnensa- 
tion  for.  the  use  of  the  church"  being 
asked  of,  or  received  from,  the  Gov¬ 
ernment. 

No  part  of  Gettysburg  was  busier 
during  those  dreadful  days,  than 
East  High  street,  and  the  first  block 
of  West  High  street.  The  Reform¬ 
ed  Church  and  the  Public  School 
building  next  to  it— at  that  time,  the 
only  public  school  in  town,  were  fill¬ 
ed  with  wounded  men.  The  school 
house  needed  so  much  repairing  that 
the  opening  of  school  was  delayed 
far  beyond  the  usual  time. 

On  West  High  street,  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  which  stood 
where  the  United  Brethren  Church 
now  stands,  and  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  opposite,  were  thrown  open 
and  filled  to  their  utmost  capacity. 
The  United  Presbyterian  Church 
stood  some  distance  from  the  street, 
and  between  it  and  the  fence  enclos¬ 
ing  the  grounds,  two  long  trenches 
were  dug,  and  the  dead,  wrapped 
only  in  blankets,  were  buried  as 
close  together  as  they  could  be  laid. 
Before  these  trenches  were  filled 
up  with  ground,  rain  fell  and  it  was 
necessar}’-  to  lay  heavy  boards  over 
the  bodies  to  keep  them  down,  and 
in  place. 

Beside  the  churches,  many  private 
homes  were  freely  offered,  and  used 
until  the  establishment  of  Camp  Let- 
te.rman.  Among  them  were  the  homes 
of  Mr.  Powers,  Mr.  Shillenn,  and  my 
father  Mr.  Peter  Myers.  The  ladies 
in  these  families,  laying  aside  all 
work  not  absolutely  necessary,  de¬ 


voted  themselves  to  the  care  of  the 
brave  men  who  lay,  suffering  and 
dying  for  the  dear  old  flag.  They 
were  the  fathers,  the  brothers,  the 
husbands,  the  sons,  of  thousands  of 
sorrowing  women  and  children, 
mourning  in  desolate  homes;  and 
our  hearts  went  out  in  depest  sym¬ 
pathy  to  all  the  suffering  ones. 

Besides  the  work  in  the  hospitals, 
these  families  cared  for  and  assisted, 
to.  the  best  of  their  ability,  the 
friends  of  the  wounded  men  who 
came  in  search  of  loved  ones,  or  tid¬ 
ings  of  them.  The  children  entered 
into  the  work  with  enthusiasm. 
\  oung  and  old  considered  it  an  ines¬ 
timable  privilege  to  be  permitted  to 
help.  It  was,  indeed,  “a  labor  of 
love.” 

We  were  .much  impressed  by  the 
remarkable  fortitude  of  the  wounded 
men.  ^  Their  patience  was  marvel¬ 
ous.  \\  e  never  heard  a  murmur. 
The}7',  endured  their  suffering  in  the 
hosnitals  with  the  same  matchless 
courage  that  bore  them  through 
many  a  hard-fought  battle,  and  led 
them  on  to  final  victory.  Truly: — 
Y\  e  shall  not  look  upon  their  like 
again.!’ 

W  e  were  also  impressed  by  the 
good  conduct  of  the  soldiers.  '  The 
week  before  the  battle,  a  part  of  the 
rebel  army  made  a  raid  into  South¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  ,and  occupied  Get¬ 
tysburg  a  day  and  a  night;  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  battle,  they  had  possession 
of  the  town  two  days  and  three 
nights.  My  sisters  and  I — I  was  the 
oldest  of  five  girls — went  between 
our  home  and  the  churches  near  us, 
at  all  hours..  We  hear  a  great  deal 
about  the  misconduct  of  soldiers,  es¬ 
pecially  now,  while  Europe  is  in  the 
throes  of  a  terrible  conflict;  and  it 
aftords  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to 
say,  to  the  everlasting  honor  of 
American  manhood,  that  we  never 
neard  a  disrespectful  word  from  a 
soldier  of  either  army. 


Spring  Session  of  the  Carlisle  Presbytery 


About  eighty  ministers  and  elders 
were  in  session.  The  opening  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  spring  session  of  the  Car¬ 


lisle  Presbytery  was  on  Tuesday  af¬ 
ternoon,  \  ice-Moderator  Rev.  Geo. 
S  .Rentz  of  Hershey,  turning  the 
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gavel  over  to  Moderator-elect  Rev, 
Thomas  C.  McCarrell  of  Middletown. 
The  following  officers  were  elected: 
Stated  Clerk  for  five  years,  Rev.  R. 
B.  McClean  of  Mechanicsburg ;  Per¬ 
manent  Clei-k  for  five  years,  Rev.  G. 
F.  Fulton  of  Mechanicsburg;  Tempo¬ 
rary  Clerk  to  serve  one  year,  Rev. 
George  S.  Rentz  of  Hershey;  Read¬ 
ing  Clerk  for  period  of  one  year, 
Rev.  William  B.  Cooke  of  Harris¬ 
burg  ,and  Treasurer,  Rev.  Thomas  J. 
Ferguson  of  Silver  Spring. 

Two  new  members  were  received 
into  Presbytery,  Rev.  J.  Marshall 
Rutherford,  who  will  become  pastor 
of  the  church  at  Waynesboro,  to  re¬ 
place  Rev.  W.  H.  Orr,  who  was  re¬ 
moved  to  another  Presbytery,  and 
Rev.  Alexander  Urquarhart,  who  be¬ 
comes  paster  at  Greencastle,  in  the 
place  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Ferrel,  who  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  evangelistic  work.  S.  Rey¬ 
nolds  Diehl,  a  graduate  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  College,  a  native  of  Cashtown, 
was  licensed  to  preach.  Jacob  V. 
Koontz  was  ordained  to  the  ministry 
and  will  become  assistant  pastor  at 
the  Union  Church,  in  the  Canal  Zone, 
Isthmus  of  Panama. 

Tuesday  evening  Rev.  George  S. 
Rentz  preached  the  sermon  to  a 
large  audience.  Rev.  Robert  M. 
Ramsey  reported  on  the  “State  of 
Religion”  in  the  Presbytery,  and  Rev. 
James  E.  Clark  made  an  address  on 
“The  Importance  of  Religion  and 
Education.”  Musical  features  were 
a  violin  solo  by  Mr.  Sammel  of  Col¬ 
lege  and  selections  by  a  male  quar¬ 
tet. 

On  Tuesday  evening  the  following 
resolutions  were  presented  by  the 
Rev.  S.  S.  Wylie,  of  Middle  Spring, 
and  carried  unanimously. 

“The  Presbytery  of  Carlisle,  in 
semi-annual  session  at  Gettysburg, 
on  this  13th  day  of  April,  1915,  com¬ 
posed  of  63  ministers,  243  elders,  and 
10,028  members,  make  record  that  we 
are  unalterably  opposed  to  the 
Brooks  high  license  law,  giving  to 
our  judges  the  right  to  determine 
who  shall  or  who  shall  not  sell  in¬ 
toxicating  drinks  to  their  fellowmen. 

“That  we  most  heartily  commend 


the  heroic  effort  put  forth  by  our 
worthy  Governor,  Martin  G.  Brum¬ 
baugh,  to  secure  a  local  option  law 
at  the  hands  of  the  present  Legisla¬ 
ture. 

“Resolved,  that  these  resolutions 
be  sent  by  the  clerk  of  Presbytery 
to  each  of  the  senators  and  represen¬ 
tatives  in  the  bounds  of  this  Presby¬ 
tery,  namely  Lebanon,  Dauphin, 
Cumberland,  Adams,  Fulton,  Frank¬ 
lin  and  Perry  counties. 

“Resolved,  that  the  example  of 
Presiding  Judge  Seibert,  of  Perry 
county,  in  refusing  all  licenses  to  sell 
liquor  in  Perry  county,  be  especially 
commended  by  Presbytery  and  the 
same  be  sent  to  this  honored  judge.” 

Wednesday  morning  reports  from 
churches  and  committees  were  re¬ 
ceived  and  Newville  selected  as  the 
place  for  the  fall  meeting  of  the 
Presbytery  and  Rev.  E.  E.  C.  Curtis 
of  Harrisburg  was  chosen  modera¬ 
tor  for  that  meeting. 

Wednesday  afternoon  Rev.  F.  E. 
Taylor,  pastor  of  the  local  church, 
was  named  as  one  of  the  three  com¬ 
missioners  to  the  General  Assembly 
to  meet  at  Rochester,  New  York,  on 
May  20th.  The  appointment  is  one 
of  the  most  desirable  made  by  Pres¬ 
bytery.  There  were  six  nominations 
and  the  other  two  successful  candi¬ 
dates  were  Rev.  James  J.  Glenn  of 
Dickinson,  and  Rev.  George  S.  Rentz 
of  Hershey.  The  alternates  are  Rev. 
Will  H.  Dyer  of  Millerstown,  Rev. 
George  R.  Bernhard  of  Carlisle,  and 
Rev.  George  A.  McAllister  of  Cham- 
bersburg. 

The  lay  delegates  elected  by  Pres¬ 
bytery  to  the  meeting  of  the  General 
Assembly  were  J..  U.  Neely  of  Lower 
Marsh  Creek;  J.  H.  Blair  of  Harris¬ 
burg;  and  Judge  Seibert  of  New 
Bloomfield.  The  alternates  were 
George  C.  Glenn  of  Lebanon;  Samuel 
W.  Fleming  of  Harrisburg,  and  R.  S. 
McDowell  of  Mercersburg. 

The  delegates  attending  Presby¬ 
ter}'-  were  given  an  automobile  trip 
over  the  battlefield  after  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  session  Wednesday  after¬ 
noon. 
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The  Presbyterian  Church 

Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania 


Original  Name,  Marsh  Creek  Presbyterian  Church. 

Founded  . 1740  or  earlier 

First  Building,  two  miles  northwest  of  Gettysburg . 1747 

Second  Building,  Stone,  near  same  site . 1779 

Papers  of  Incorporation  of  Upper  Presbyterian  Churchof 

Marsh  Creek  . 1787 

Congregation  Removed  to  Gettysburg . 1813 

Church  Edifice  erected  corner  North  Washington  and 

Railroad  Streets  . 1816 

Present  Structure  Built  . 1842 

Manse  secured,  Baltimore  Street  . 1867 

Name  changed  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Gettysburg. ..  1868 

Sunday  School  Rooms  added  . 1877 

Present  Manse  constructed  . 1887 


Pastors  and  Supplies 

First  record  of  supply,  Rev.  Mr.  Caven,  First  Sunday  of  July,  1740 


First  call,  not  accepted,  Rev.  Joseph  Tate . 1747 

First  Pastor,  Rev.  Robert  McMordie . 1753-1761 

Supplies:  Revs.  Slemmons,  Samuel  Thompson,  James  Lang, 
Joseph  Rhea,  Samuel  Kennedy,  and  Robert  Huey. 

Rev.  John  Black  . U75-I794 

Rev.  David  McConaughy,  D.D . 1800-1832 

Rev.  James  C.  Watson,  D.D . 1832-1849 

Rev.  Robert  Johnston  . 1850-1855 

Rev.  George  P.  VanWyck  . 1856-1859 

Rev.  Henry  Graham  Finney  . 1861-1864 

Rev.  David  T.  Carnahan  . 1865-1867 

Rev.  Edsall  Ferrier,  as  supply,  1867-1869,  again  in . 1872 

Rev.  W.  H.  Hillis  . 1869-1872 

Rev.  William  W.  Campbell  . 1873-1875 

Rev.  John  Kay  Demarest,  D.D . 1876-1892 

Rev.  J.  H.  Brown,  as  Supply  . Six  months,  1893 

Rev.  Hugh  W.  Gilchrist  . 1893-1896 

Rev.  David  Walker  Woods  . 1896-1911 

Rev.  Franklin  Ellsworth  Taylor  . 1911 - - 


Ruling  Elders  1915 

ELDERS 

Hon.  Theodore  McAllister 
Judge  Samuel  McC.  Swope,  Clerk 
Col.  E.  B.  Cope 
W.  A.  Mcllhenny 

TRUSTEES 


jp, 

J.  Kerr  Lott 
S.  G.  Bigham 
Dr.  George  C.  Cobean 
Harry  S.  Montfort 


Allen  Dickson,  Chairman 

Hugh  Mcllhenny,  Sec.  W.  M.  Keet 

J.  Reid  McCullough  W.  H.  Lott 

Morris  W.  Stansbur}'-  Col.  J.  K.  P.  Scott 

H.  S.  Montfort  W.  W.  Bell 

CHURCH  TREASURER 
Hon.  Donald  P.  McPherson 
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Program  of  Anniversary 


Anniversary  Sunday 

April  11th,  1915 
Sunday  School  Program 
9.15  A.  M. 


Song  29 — “Open  the  Door  for  the  Children” . School 

121  st  Psalm  . First  Year  Junior  Boys 

t->  •  r>  r  I  Mrs.  Gilliland’s  Class 

esponsive  ea  mg  . J  Miss  Anna  Mcllhenny’s  Class 

The  Cradle  Roll  Department  . Mrs.  Hugh  Mcllhenny 

The  Home  Department  . Miss  Margaret  Barr 

Song  . First  and  Third  Year  Junior  Girls 

The  Primary  Sunday  School  . Miss  Rachel  M.  Scott 

Recitation  . Margaret  Major 

The  Organized  Intermediate  Girls’  Bible  Class  ..Miss  Rosa  Scott 

The  Women’s  Organized  Class  . Miss  Ella  Kerr 

History  of  the  Sunday  School  . Robert  K.  Major 

Song — “Jesus  Lover  of  My  Soul” 

The  Men’s  Bible  Class 
Prof.  Allen  Dickson’s  Class 
Mrs.  Knox’s  Class 
Mr.  Will  Taylor’s  Class 
Primary  Song  137 — “I’ll  Be  a  Sunbeam” 


Public  Worship  10.30. — The  Anniversary  Subject  was  “Retrospect” 


Christian  Endeavor  Program 
6.30  P.  M. 


Song  . 

Prayer  . 

Song  . _ . 

Scripture  Reading  . 

Song — “On  To  Victory” . 

Junior  History,  prepared  by 


. The  Society 

. Will  S.  Taylor 

. The  Juniors 

. Emma  Kadel 

. Senior  C.  E.  Choir 

S  Mrs.  C.  B.  Stouffer 
1  Miss  Luella  McAllister 


Read  by  Miss  McAllister 

Song— “He  Is  So  Precious”  . Society 

History  of  Senior  Society  Prepared  by  Harry  S.  Montfort 

Solo  . La  Rue  Stenger 

Reminiscences  . By  Members  of  the  Society 

Song — “Onward  Christian  Soldiers” 

Mizpah  Benediction 


Public  Worship  7.30. — The  Subject  was  “Advancing  the  Standard” 
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Tuesday,  April  13,  1915 

The  Presbytery  of  Carlisle  Convened  at  2.30  P.  M. 

Prayer  . Vice  Moderator  Rev.  Geo.  S.  Rentz 

BUSINESS  SESSION 

Popular  Meeting  7.30  P.  M. 

Doxology 

Invocation 

Hymn  No.  139 — “All  Hail  the  Power  of  Jesus’  Name” 

Scripture 
Male  Quartet 
Prayer 

Hymn  No.  519 — “Father  of  Love” 

Sermon . Rev.  Geo.  S.  Rentz,  Vice  Moderator 

Hymn  No.  520 — “While  Thee  I  Seek” 

Narrative  of  the  State  of  Religion  in  the  Presbytery 

Rev.  Robert  Ramsey 

Violin  Solo,  “Melodie” — (Joseph  Bloch) . W.  R.  Sammel 

Address  . Rev.  James  E.  Clarke 

Associate  Secretary  of  the  College  Board 


Wednesday,  April  14,  1915 

MORNING 

Devotional  Service  . 9 — 9.30 

Rev.  Andrew  N.  Hagerty,  D.D.,  Leader 
Business  Session  . 9.30 — 12.00 

AFTERNOON 

Business  Session  . 1.30 — 4.30 

EVENING 

Hymn  298 — “Glorious  Things  of  Thee  Are  Spoken” 

Prayer 

Solo  . Mrs.  Roy  Zinn 

History  of  the  Cavalry  Hospital  in  the  Church 

Mrs.  Salome  M.  Stewart 

Male  Quartet,  “Onward  and  Upward” 

Messrs.  Philips,  Kadel,  Rudisill,  Smith 

The  History  of  the  Church . Hon.  Donald  P.  McPherson 

Hymn,  “Jehovah — Nissi,  The  Lord  My  Banner” . Choir 

Greetings  from  the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia,  North 

Rev.  James  McConaughy 

Hymn  533,  “How  Firm  a  Foundation” 

Presbyterial  Business 


Thursday,  x^pril  15,  1915 

7.30  P.  M. 


Gloria  Patria 

Prayer  . 

Hymn  121 — “A  Mighty  Fortress” 


Rev.  T.  J.  Barkley,  D.D. 
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The  Ladies’  Aid  Society  . Miss  Rachel  Scott 

The  Home  Missionary  Society . 

Miss  Agnes  McCreary 
Mrs.  C.  B.  Stouffer 

Paper  read  by  Mrs.  C.  B.  Stouffer 

Anthem  . . . . . . The  Choir 

The  Foreign  Missionary  Society  . 

Miss  Margaret  Kerr 
Miss  Agnes  Barr 

Paper  read  by  Miss  Kerr 

Other  Organizations  of  the  Church,  by  representatives. 

Compiled  by  the  Pastor 
Hymn  304 — “The  Church’s  One  Foundation” 

“Recollections  of  My  Pastorate” . Rev.  David  Walker  Woods 

Solo  . Mr.  Elmer  Smith 

“Reminiscences  of  Former  Pastors” . Rev.  Robert  F.  McClean 

Doxology 

Benediction  . Rev.  J.  B.  Baker 

Social  Hour 


